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PREFACE. 


AS every tliiiijij respecting the antient 
l*ersiaiis, and their descendants the 
Pursues of western Tndia, cannot fail to 
be interesting, tlie present work, being a 
translation of one of their sacred books, 
is offered to the public under this im- 
pression. 

Of the motives that led to this transla- 
tion little need be said, but that it was 
not mere curiosity, but a strong desire to 
be more intimately acquainted with the 
principles of a morality 1 admired, and 
of the daily exercise of benevolence that 
sprang from these principles. 



After the tranolation was coDi|)le(ed, 
and examined hy Edil Daroo, one of the 
most respectable of their priests, I was 
recpiested to print iti which I readily 
nndcrtuok, as I trust if will be the means 
of removing many an ili-founded opinion 
with regard to the morality of this in- 
teresting tribe. 

Of the religion of antient Persia little 
is known, but^ tliat they were idolaters, 
before the appearance of Zoroaster or 
Zeratiisli, is evident. 

It is iiiipussihie to venture a conjec*- 
fure ooneerning the precise a'ra of Zoro- 
aster; some believe that he appeared the 
first time in the time of Abraham; others 
make him contemporary with Moses, but 
the. Parsees of Western India only speak 
with eertuiiity of bis second appcaranre. 
which they slate to have come to' pa.ss in 



tlif reign of Kii^ihtasp, whom the} also 
!<tih* Oushtasp, about the 486th year be- 
fore tile Christian «e!% and during the 
time of the Jewish captivity. 

Briaiii, 111 Ills A utieut Mythology, de- 
ciifeiiU stales his opinion that Zoroaster 
aiiil Zeraliish were not llie same persons: 
but appears to found his opinions bn the 
ill tie siiiiilarity in the names, but ZeratiisU 
is the l*er«ian, and Zoroaster what tl'c 
Greeks eiiose to call him; hut on e\a- 
uiiuation there will be found as tiineh 
reseinblauee between 

Zeratush and Zoroaster, as between 

Ardesbir and Abasuerus 

Kosroo and Cyrus 

Mittar and £sther 

Roshiii mid Roxana. 


But to the point— the Parsees of Wes- 
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tern India, of whom we now speah, 
believe tliem to he one and the eame 
peraon. 

Zeratush is stiH a proper name, but 
too much respected to be very common; 
thej' give it also to their ships, one of 
which bearing tliat name belonged for 
many years to the port of Bombay, and 
was in general called the Zoroaster. 

'rha following verbal tradition of the 
birth and parentage of their prophet, is 
; handed down, and implicitly believed, by 
the present ra<*e of Parsecs. 

The reputed father of Zeratush was a 
modeller or maker of those images then 
worshipped by the Persians, and without 
issue, and extremely poor, yet for tha 
goodness, and uprightness of his life, was 
selected by God to be the reputed father 
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of the prophet. To effect this purpose, 
aa angel was sent to him, who presented 
him a glass of wine, which he persuaded 
liini to drink, and his wife soon after 
conceived and bore a son. 

About this time a Uwdition ted the 
Persians to expect a prophet* who would 
be the founder of a new religion; and as 
the father of. Zeratush had been vain 
enough to lioast of his having received 
the glass of wine from the angel, die wise 
men pitched Ufton his son as the ex- 
pected prophet;' winch coming to the; 
ears of the king* be ordered the infant to 
be destroyed, httt the hands of his de- 
stroyers were arrested by a divine im- 
pulse. Tlie infant was then exposed to 
the fury of wild beasts, .but they did him 
no harm. But this did not convince the 
king of his divine misston, and he became 
more enraged,, and ordered the infant to 
he taken to a narrow pass in the nioun- 
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and that hards of cattle should be 
drivaii through and over him, with the 
iii‘w of trampling him to death; but the 
Ill’s ( cow that came carefully placed itself 
over the infant, and continued in that 
posture until the whole had passed. He 
was then thrown, by the hing’s order, 
into the dames, but came out unhurt. 
Tile king having at length become sen- 
sible of his divine ori^n, and consented 
that he should live wdiliout further moles- 
tation; butGodt^k him up into heaven, 
until he thought the king and nation 
.suffieieiitly puni.shed for their obsiinae^ 
Mild impiety, when he sent him down 
with tlie laws; which were ado()ted with 
av id tty by the whole Persian nation, and 
kaow'n by the name of the Magian, or 
more properly, the Mas^iui faith. 

This tradition aceounUt, in- some mea- 
sure for the appearance of the two Zoro- 
asters, and also for the respect and veiie- 
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ration they show to black cattle, as ttys 
preservers of their prophet. 

51 r. Richardson, in his valiiahle disser- 
tation prefixed to liis Dictionary, ob- 
serves, “ Tliat the Parsecs of Guaeret even 
acknowledge, that so far from now pos- 
st'ssin^: the atitieut books of Zoroaster, 
t!iej> have not so imicli as a sttiKie copy 
'.aved by their ancestors, from the gene- 
ral wreck in the seventh century." I 
kliall not pretend to aver that they hove, 
or that the Z(‘iid Avesta is really tlie 
work of Zeratush, but tlie Parsees^yf 
(iuzerethavc become more learned since 
5fr. Richardson wrote, and have spared 
no expence to got books, and other in- 
formation, from Persia, relative to their 
religion, Molua Pirowz^ the high priest 
of Bombay, has been in Persia for this 
express purpose, and himself aud family 
have adopted the auilent dress. 
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^ absurdities contained in the 

Zend ^ vesta, und (he number of Sanscrit 
and Arabic words it contains, has made 
its auUiuiitieity doubted ; but these opi- 
nions do not seem to be well founded, 
many Sanscrit words are found in the 
liUtin and Greek, also in the Chinese; 
and oil the Tartar and Cossack dialects 
abound with them. 

That they abound in absurdities can- 
not be doubted, but that many of them 
seem to ineiilcate and impress on the 
ininds of the vulgar some moral dut,>, is 
evident from the following fact. Con- 
versing with one of their priests about 
the Zend A vesta, I pointed out to him 
the dialogue between Ormusd and Zoro- 
aster, as a specimen great absurdity ; 
to which he agreed. ** But this," he said, 

must not be taken in a literal sense : this 
is only meant to impress the necessity of 
ablution, and bodily cktanUness, and in 
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this senfte it is understood bv iis, niid so 
explained to the people. ITiere are, no 
douht,” be continued, “ great ineongrui- 
tic.< in it, but we siipposi' it to be tiie 
work of our prophet Zeratusli." 

I shall now dismiss this subject, and 

»av Nometliing concerning the present 

work, The Ardat Viraf Nameh, or the 

Ro\ elutions of Ardai Viraf. This appears 

to be the same work that is mentioned I»v 

% 

Kioiiardson as the work of Ardeshir 
Rahegan, which having been improved 
by Nassliirvan tlie Just, in the sixth p<pi- 
tury, was sent hy him to all governors 
of provinees, as the invariable rule of 
their conduct; and in the iilustmtion of 
this passage he quptea a speech of Ard^- 
shir Babcgan, which appears to be takep 
from the Ardai Viraf. 


'rhese Revelations, originaMj written 
in the Zend, have been translated into 
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modem Persia, Sanscrit, and into the 
liinduee langu^e of Guzeret, and now, 
for the first time, make their appearance 
in an English dress. 

The present work is taken from three 
Torsions, in the modern Persian. 

Tlie first, in prose, .\ashirvan 
Kerinanee. 

The Kcooiul, in verse, bj Zeratush 
Birani. 

'J’Ue third, in prose, b^ the same. 

There is a slight variation in the text 
of these different versions, but they differ 
in no essential point. The poetical Torsion 
is ornanientcd with drawings, descriptive 
of the different subjects treated on. One 
of these drawings has found its way into 
Lord’s .Account of the Parsecs; into 



firiant’s Mjtholog^; anil iDito Maurice'a 
Indian Antiquities: it pourtra^a^U 
performing an act of adoratioii before foe 
• sacred fire, whilst a figure, fepriNsenting 
iiis sold, is taking its flight to the celes- ' 
tial regions. 

The authenticity of this work has neier 
ikcen doubted, and it is presunuH] that 

tin* faithfulness of the translation will 
b<‘ar the test of criticism. 

1 cannot conclude without oflering my 
best thunk.s to my esteemed friend Kut- 
terjer Boinaiijee for his assistance, and 1l5 
Edil Daroo, that learned and benc\olent 
priest, by whose means 1 was enabled to 
make the translation. 





ARDAl VIRAF. 


ARneSItlK BABKGA.V* Inning mI- 
llu' IN'isian iiiouarcirv l»> tin* < 
iiijf of llo* proAinco, aiiiid tin* to 

death of ninet y kings, who refu!«**d to iu* ' 
knowledge hia authority : and Jbc‘iijg also 
desiroua to establish the national religion 
ill its wonted purity, collected together all 
the priests, doctors, &c. qf the Maj^ati 
religion, to the amount of forty thoufand, 
and addressed them as follows : 


•See Note!. 
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“ The revolution ounsed' by the inva- 
ibion of Alexander .having destroyed the 
evidences of our holy^ religion, it is my 
wish that proper p€»rsons.be selected 
from out of your' number to collate and 
collect the laws left us by our prophet 
Zeratush*, that we may follow these laws, 
and get rid of the heresies that have 
been from time to time introduced, and 
of the schisms that exist amongst us ; for 
this purpose let a selection be made out 
of your number, that this desirable object 
may be in the end obtained/' 4ccord> 
ih'ng to the king's order four thousand 
were selected out tf die forty thousand, 
which bedig reported to him, he mdared 
another selection to be made, amt 
the four thousand four hundred were 
chosen, men of the most approved abili< 
dee, all of them being eonversant with 
the mysteries of the Zend Avesta. 

t 

* See Not* 2. 
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The king being farther intehi AUt hill- 
ing the miMlt able and elevef meft^ aii> 
pointed to thia biuineaa, erdfgied ai^iher 
Kolection to be made, and ont ef the four 
hundred forty only were selected* k still 
farther selection being madb, seven, only 
remained out of the forty, who were men 
of the most holy lives, without blemish, 
and who had never^ wilfully committed 
the least crime or sin against God or 
man. These seven were .taken before 
the king, who explained to them his 
wishes with respect to the laws, and the 

restoring the true rel^ipn of Zeratu^.h 

* 

to its ancient purityl but having himself 
also many doubts, he expressed a hope 
that these holy men would be aide to 
convince not only, himself, but the popii* 
lation of his empire, of the truth and 
sanctity of the Magian Jiuth by some 
miracle. The seven holy men aasented, 
and having pitched on one of their 
b8 
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number, the six addressed the king as fol- 
loivs: — “ Ardai Viraf, oh king! is ready 
<o (‘onvinrc you of the truth of our holy 
religion by a inirafde, and we beg leave 
to reeornrneud him to your majesty as 
the most holy man in your vast eiufiire ; 
he has been devoted to the study of 
divine things sinec the age of seven years, 
and is infinitely our superior in ever^ 
tiling; we shall assist him to the best of 
our {M>wer in this grand undertaking; 
and for the better understanding of this, 
die soul* of Ardai Viraf will take its 
fUgbt to the presen€*e of God, and will 
return with proofs tHat will convince the 

f 

nation of the truth and sanctity of the 
l^agian religion.” Ardai Viraf iisi||inted 
unto this, and explained his belief in the 
goodness of God, who would permit this 
iniraele to be performed, to retrieve so 
many pi'ople from the sin of heresy and 
sehisiii 


* Sec Note S. 



5 


Tlio kifljiy being well pleased at this 
<h‘teriiiiiiation, ai'companitKl these holy 
men and the forty thousand prit*stN, with 
his whole court, to the Temple of Fire, 
and joined with them devoutly in prajer; 
and Ardai Viraf having j>erformed the 
usual ablutions, and attired himself in 
garments of the purest white; also put 
on the Punam*, an<l [wrfumed himself 
a<‘<*ording to the rites of the Magian reli- 
gion, again presented himself, in an atti- 

# 

tude of |»r^er and humility, before the 
saer<*d fire. 

At this moment, the sisters of Ardai 
Viraf, seven in number, arrived at the 
temple in team, and represented to the 
king that Ardai Viraf was their only bro* 
ther, whom th^y all looked up to for 
protection mid support; that they had 
beard of his intentjon of leaving them^ in 


• $ee Note 4. 
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order to peifomv«‘iitti^e),ld^ 
presampdon kng^t, ^ nd,be ac- 
ceptable to God, and if their brother did 
not retom, ||iey idioiihi be left in the 
world without my protector, sa their 
parents were both dead. 

..tlhe luit^ and the dustoors* assured 
them that thOy had 'nothing to fear ; that 
their brother was under the special pro- 
tection of heaven, and that in seven days 

and har- 
were dis- . 

missed from the assembly. 

After this the king, with his suite, and 
the forty thousand priests, formed a 
circle round the temple, (which was 
given up entirely to Ardai Vircd and his 
six Associates), for the better preventing 


he would be restored to th^; 
ing reassured them of this, they 


•aeiNcteS. 
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of any kind of dittttHMncn or molestation 
beiag given to them hofy n>eo. 

Ardai Viraf having finished his prayers» 
reposed himself on a couch prepared for 
iitm, and his associates brought him 
i^ouic* consecrated wine in a golden cup» 
and besought him to drink one pot^tiou 
out of three in faith and truth; and[, the 
second portion, witibi, the aame> fear and 
respect, for truth ; and the third portion, 
with the promise of .perfonning only 
good actions. After having drank the 
wine, he composed himself to rest, and 
continued in this state of repose and ab- 
straction for seven days and seven nights, 
during which time his six associates con* 
tinued watching and in prayer, as well as 
the forty thousand of the priesthood, 
who, with the king and his court, had 
formed a circle on outside of the 
temple, to prevent any person approach- 
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ing l4> disturb the holy persons on the 
inside. 

At the expiration of the seven days 
and nights Ardai Viraf gave some signs 
of animation, and after some time sat ir|) 
, on the couch, to the great joy of his six 
assot^iates, who saluted him with great 
pleasure; and the king having been made 
acquainted with the circumstance, came 
also to make his congratulations, and 
desired that he would lose no time in in- 
forming them of. what .he had seen, that 
they might also understand. Ardai Yiruf 
replied, “ I am quite exhausted, dh king! 
with long fasting, but after that 1 have 
refreshed myself with food, amLjrdtumed 
thanks to God for his goodness, 1 will 
relate to you what i jhave seen an^ 
beaiHl.f Hefreshinents having been 
brought, of which he paftoodc, he ordered 
that a writer .shoiild 'bfe ‘brought, who 
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write down what he should relate 
both of heaven and of hell, that all peo- 
ple might know the rewards for the 
good, and the punishments that attimdcd 
the wicked doer. 

The writer being seated near Acdai 
Viruf, prejiared to write down what he 
should relate. Ardai Viraf commenced 
his relation as foHows: 

After I had drank the consecrated 
wiue, and I had rt'posed tny bod^ to rest, 
and given' mj|r mind op to the adoration 
of God, luethongbt my soul took its 
flight loWturds the holy regions, where 
Serosh atad* «|fpeared onto me, and 
heckoned me towards him, when, after 
giving and receiving the ciistomary salu- 
tations, Sortmh iisad said to me, ‘ You have 
made a long journey in the faithi 1 am 


• S« Note 6. 



10 


hlippy to see : ibese lilesBod 

j^ons, uid b^tn world 

of wk^kednoM jiirdi ^ grtot.fdeasu^ 
Imt, Ardi^ Vimf, you htVo come before 
your tibie, wbftt is tbe occasion?' Ardai 
Vjraf replied in accents of complacency* 

* 1 have been sent* oh Serosh izad! by 
the Idn^* the priests* and by the voice 
of the nation in general, on this embassy, 
to know of heaven and hell* iu order that 
heresy and schism be biudshed from the 
earth,' and that the worship of the true 
God be restored to its wonted purity.’ 

Oil saying this Serosh izad took 
hold of my arm, and began as tfellows: 

* If your heart is clean, aisd faith true, 
put yourself in an'^titude .ascending.’ 
1 immediately lifted one of my feet, as if 
preparing to mount a ladder, when 
Serosh izad again said, * If your tongue 
is free ^m guile, .lift the other foot,' 
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which 1 accordingly \dtd< Seroah laadi 
again said, * If four faith is in good 
works, take the dnid step/ J did so^ 
and found myself close to the Chunwat 
Phool*, or the Bridge of Life and Death, 
iuid it appeared to me to be a broad and 
good road. Scrosh izad desired me to 
cast nty eyes towards the lower world. 
1 saw the soutf of a good man, that had 
just escaped out of its earthly' tenement, 
and waa seated at the bed’a head of the 
deceased, and heard it express itself as 
follows: ‘The souls of ^good men are 
ha|)py when they die ; and as 1 have en- 
deavoured to do good, and have walked 
in the lcnowle<%e and loie of God, I am 
now rewarded, for die bridge appears 
plain and broad/ And it had to Ardai 
Viraf the ssanblance of a garden of 
flowers, sand perfumed as if with amber 
and musk, and as a wind that came from 


♦ See Note 7. 


f See Note 8 
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ilie Houtli, in wllich appeared the coun- 
tenance* of a virgiii, resplendent with 
f)eaiity, and whose flowing ringlets waved 
in the breezes ; sight fixed on her, 

and 1 saw her approach the soul that 1 
had seen dei>art ; and the soul of the de- 
piwted having perceived this beautiful 
vision, felt glad and pleased; and being 
assured, ,by the benignity visible in the 
coiintenah«’e, addressedJt in those words : 
* Who we you? I never saw any thing so 
beautiful in the lower world.’ Tlie appa- 
rition replied, ‘ You have lived well and 
4'igh(euusly ; 1 am compounded of your 
virtues, and shall become still more beau- 
tiful in pourtraying the faith, hope, and 
c'harity in vi Inch you have lived, the care 
with which you have preserved the sacred 
fire, and the zeal with which you have 
performed all the ceremonies prescribed 
by the laws, as handed down by the 


. • SeeNtfteO. 
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prophet Zcmtush/ Th* contpliweiiry 
with which this wai titlei^cil caused plea- 
sure and froo6 will towards each other, 
and inspireii the soUl of the departed 
with implicit confidence, (hat they jour- 
neved across the hritige together hand in 
hand. The first step they took placed 
them in 8itar pia*, (the second heaven); 
the second step they found themselves in 
Mn pia, (the third heaven): the third step 
ill Koorsliiid pia, (the fourth heaven), and 
the fourth step in Geroos man, (the fifth 
luuncn.) When Serosh izad laid hold 
of iiij arm, (Ardai Viraf now talks of 
himself), and we proceeded to the top 
of (he bridge, one side of whi<*h appeared 
in full splendour of light, anti the other 
in total darkness, when I heard a strong 
and extraordinary voice, which, on look- 
ing forw'ards, I perceived to come from 
a dog f-, that was clialned with a ctdlar 


• See Note W. 


f See Note 11. 
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and chain of gold* near the light side of 
the bridge. I was at drat afraid of his 
barkingt and of the huge teeth he dis- 
played, and said to tnyself this monster 
may dbvour me; but on reflection, I said 
why should he do me harm, I have 
walked in truth and holiness all my life, 
why should I be afraid? 

** Serosh izad now spoke to me in en 
couraging accents, ‘Do’nt be alarmed; 
you that have lived so holily <ran have no 
cause for fear; you arc under the especial 
protection of God, and I am widi you, 
and Dham izad* is also near you, and 
Roshni izad, and Ashtad izad, and Nice 
Vay and Deen iimd are also with you, 
and Ader Korac is not far off.* I then 
addressed them all,, (for on Serosh izad’s 
naming them they had become visible), 
and asked them, * Why is diis dog here? 


•.See Note 1S5. 
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for what purpose is he here placed? ead 
why does he make so great a noisef to 
which Serosh iaad replied, *He mal^s 
this noise to frighten Ahrimau*, and 
keeps watch here to prevent his ap- 
proach ; his ntune is Zeriug Goash, and 
the devils shake at his voice; and any 
soul that has, during its residence in the 
lower world, hurt or ill used, or destroyed 
any of these animals, is prevented by 
Zeriug Goash any further proceeding 
H(*ro.ss the bridge; and Ardai V^iraf, when 
you return again to the world, as one of 
the first duties, enjoin the taking care of 
these animals.’ On saying this Serosh 
izad took hold of me by the arm, and led 
me forwani across the bridge, when the 
throne of Mehr bad*!' came |n view, with 
Roshni bad standug by him, holding in 
his hands the scales of justice, made of 
pure gold, and having on hu right hand. 


* See Note 18. 


t See Note 14. 
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T * 

attd on his left, fi're thousand angels, and 
whose different petitions he can bear at 
once, and if written can see at one 

i 

glance/ Haring saluted, and having mj 
salutation returned, the attending angels 
surrounded me, and thus addressed me : 
* Oh, Ardai Viraf ! your time is not yet 
come; how and by what means have you 
come this farf I answered, ‘ 1 have <*oine 
♦bus far by the assistance of Gcsi, at the 
reijuest of my king Ardeshir Bahegan, of 
tlie priests, and of the pe(»ple. to c*oll<'rt 
lied report the ’W'oiiders of }u*:!veu and 
heil; (hat 1 may see tiiai iio* truth iu.iy 
f» these means he uffatii restored to the 
earth, and heresy and wickedness ba- 
nished for ever/ 

** At this time 1 pereeiM'd the soul that 
I hod before met with, and also a great 
and resplendent light, in the midst of 
which were placed all those of my lutuily 
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wbo had departed in the true faitli ; thej 
uppruached me M’itli pleasure and rejoic- 
ing, and thus addressed me; ‘ You have 
also escaped from the lower world, that 
abounds with sin and pain, and havt; 
« to these hajipier reg^ions, where the 
voire fd' joy and e;iadness is only heard. 
Whilst <onursin<r in this manner, the 
tiirel Buhniatt um Sha.sfnnd* appeared, 
:tiMl taking iiu- l)\ tin* arm said, ‘ 1 will 
'li<e.v \(.u (he jxojden throne, w hose name 
I' Ir.sh KoorNee I A<‘eording;l\ 1 went 
nidi boo (,• (hr biolter '’egiions, where I 
i" a do(<iie o resplendent dial I ipn 
ijuite unabh jo «leseril><-: tlu“ aw(“ » itli 
nhieh it inspired iiu*, or the .siMisations 
of pleasure that 1 felt : the throne was 
surrounded h\ uivriads of minist<>ring^ un- 
gfels. Serosli i/ad said tome, ^ 5Iuke your 
obeisance to the ihrtme of G*t>d,’ which I 
accordingly did. with an humble mind 

* .St-i* I j. -»• Note 1C. 
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and grateful heart, and was conducted 
back to Chunwoot Phool, by Serosh izad : 
where on one side of the bridge I saw a 
great multitude, standing in their proper 
yestments, in an attitude of apathy and 
indifference. I immediately inquired of 
Serosh izad who they were, and for what 
purpose they were there collected. He 
replied, ‘ the name of this place is Ha- 
mistan behest^ or the first heaven; and 
the people you see will there remain 
until the dayf of judgment. They arc 
those whose good works exactly coun- 
terbalance their evil ones; but if either 
preponderated, they would go to either a 
better or worse place. This is their 
punishment, and they are exposed to the 
vicissitudes of lieat and cold, and feel 
most acutely their situation. 


“ Serosh izad then brought me unto 


^ Sot‘ Nolo 17. 


f See Note 18. 



Sifar pia behest*, when I saw a great con- 
rourse of people, whose countenances 
shone like as many stars. I inquired of 
my conductor who are these people, and 
why are they placed here? Serosh izad 
replied, ‘ The souls that you see here be- 
lonired to those who were blessed with 
ri<iies, and who did good with them, but 
not so much as they might have done; 
and this from no unwillingness to do 
good, but from indolence, and want of 
activity; they are here placed, and can 
never leave it.' 

“ iSerosh i/.a<l then took me. to Mali 
pia behest -f- (the third heaven) when I 
saw a great number of souls, and the 
light emitted from their countenances re- 
sembled that of the moon in full splen- 
dour. 1 inquired of Serosh i/.ad * What 
place is this, and whose are the souls 
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here collected'?’ to which he replied, 

* The name of this place is Mah pia be- 
hest, (or the third heaven); and the souls 
you see here are those of the good, and 
well intentioned, but who from indolence 
performed the worship of the true God 
in a careless and negligent manner; here 
they are destined to remain for erer, but 
with the knowledge of there being a atill 
higher reward; and also of knowing that 
if they had performed their duty more 
carefuUy io the lower world, that thej 
might have attained a still higher rewar . 

“"We then proceeded farther, and 
came to a place whose unusual splendour 
dimmed my sight, when I saw a great 
number of souls dressed in rich habili- 
ments, and all seated on golden thrones. 
1 inquired of Serosh izad the name ot 
the place, and what good actions those 
pi'ople had performed, to make them 
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worthy of so splendid a destination. 
‘ They appear to luo like so many kinjjs.' 
To wliieh vSerosh i/ad replied, ‘This pluee 
is called Kooshad pia behest*, (or the 
fourth heaien); the souls who here reside 
are of men who have walked in the ways 
of holiness and devotion all their live.s, 
and have performed all the duties en- 
joined by the laws with zeal and activity, 
for which they are rewarded in the man- 
ner von see.’ 

« 

“ We then went forward, and caino to 
a place of .such splendour that nothing 
<'lse was tisihh'; and in the contempla- 
tion of such splendour my sight failed, 
ami my limbs and my .senses became con- 
tused. Serosh izad reassured me, and 
told me ‘ This is tin* plac<* of Piirwa 
degar t' or O/musd ; make your salutu- 
lions:’ which I did by prostrating myself 
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in the most humble and grateful niaoncr; 
and soon after a voice, in a tone of good- 
ness and complacency, issued from out of 
the midst of the light, and addressed 
Serosh izud, and sai<l to him, ‘ Show and 
explain to Ardai Viraf the secrets of hea- 
ven and h<di, and support and cond'ort 
him.’ "I'he voie(; also restored to me the 
full use of my senses, which had beco/ne 
(ronfused ; and Serosh izad gave me a 
lo/.cngt'* to (‘at, which buried in oblivion 
all that had passed in tin* otln*!' world, 
and turiK'd niv thoimhts only towards 
(jod; and I found inys(*lf, by its virtues, 
('Jiubled to eueounf(*r the splendour of 
the place without pain, or fear and tn*iu- 
hling. After having made another obei- 
sance, w(' made some steps backward, 
and pereeivt'd at a distance another light, 
in the midst of which appeared Ard(*l)e- 
hest um Shasfund j , (‘oming towards us. 
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f was preparing to salute him, but was 
prevented by his lirst saluting me, by 
saying, ‘ Oh, Ardai Viraf! I hope you are 
well; 1 am much rejoiced iu meeting you 
in this place, and in such good coiupany; 
and at the same time, I am sorr} to bo 
forced to remind you of your haung put 
VK't wood on the sacred fire.’ To which 
I replied, ‘ 1 ha>e now' iu» recollecfiim of 
ha\iii<r done so, nor any recollection of 
what I did in the lowtT world, but it i.s 
irnprrs.s<>d on iny mind, and 1 always 
nmdt^ it a rule t(» .seli*ct the best and 
driest wood for that pnrpos(‘.' 

“ Ardebeln‘.st l■eplu‘<l, ' Let this be a 
constant rule, that the wood for the 
sacTcd fire be always a tw<'l\enionth old.’ 

“ After which Sentsh izad and .\rd«‘- 
behest took hold of inv arm, and we 

V 

proceeded forward, and cjune to a river. 
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which they told me was composed of the 
juices that issued out of the wet wood*, 
and yielded an offensive smell; and Arde- 
behest again said to me, ‘ Take care that 
the burning of dry wood is inculcated/ 

“ From hence we proceeded to Gei’ 0 (».s 
man t, (the fifth heaven), which appeared 
to me to he eouiposed of diamonds and 
rubies, and the splendour of which sur- 
])assed that of the sun at noon day, and 
l»ore rest'iulilauci' to the Hashes of ^i'id 
lifjhtninji. I impiired of fSerosh izad 
‘ What place is this? and what ijeius arc 
thos<* which I sec?’ Senish izad replied, 

‘ Tliis is (iero«»s man, the residence of 
the truly faithful. 'Phe jfems represent 
their \irtues. hut their souls are absorbed 
in the s[)lendour which (*annot be seen.' 

1 wjis then carried forward by my luo 
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fondiictors, aiu! came to A«er Roslini*, 
(the sixth heaven), where an immense 
iiumher (»f souls were collected, clothed 
ill dresses of jjold and silver, and jjolden 
crowns on their heads, and their counte- 
nanci's emitted a mild splendour, and 
they smiled with complacency and heni*^- 
nit> on me. so that I hecame liirhtsome 
and full of j^ladness. 1 imptired of 
Scrosh iziid and Ardeheliest iim Shas- 
IuikI, ‘ \VI lo arc these jieople f and what 
were their fjood works, that they are 
thus rewarded r To Trhich they replied, 
‘ These are the souls of those who prai'- 
tiscd the virtues of liheralify jind jjenc- 
rositv ; and who searched out [iroper 
objects for the exercise of their benevo- 
lence, which was always done without 
ostentation and from the purest motives; 
they searched out the widow and orphan, 
and protected them; and who have walked 
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in th<* way of holiness all their lives/ The 
eonieniplation of their reward inspired 
ni(‘ with an exalted sense of their happi- 
ness, and I said to myself, here I will 
remain ; hut Serosh izad laid hold of my 
arm at the moment that I had formed 
siieh wish, and impelled me forward, 
when I saw another vast concourse of 
peoph*, clothed in rohes of divers colours, 
which a()peared to me as jyarments of 
lij^ht : they were seated on thrones, and 
their countenances threw out radiances 
as brilliant as the sun and moon. I hey 
were conversinj; tojjether in tones of com- 
placency and jxiadness. I inquired of 
Serosh izad ‘ Whose souls are these?’ to 
which he replied, ‘ They are the souls of 
those who ha>e preserved the sacred fire 
and water in all its purity : and who have 
never omitted the prayeivs* at the ap- 
pointed times; and who have practised 
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till* exercise of the live senses*^ in the 
best aiul purest iiianiier. This is the 
plae<‘ appointed for them in As»'r Koshni,’ 
ttlje sixth hea>eii.) 

“ We then jouriu'ved onwards, and 
came to another plac‘e, wliere a vast num- 
ber «»f souls wore eolh‘ete<l, who, were 
arraved in new vestments of tin* pnri'st 
white, ami adorned with [>eurls and 
jewels of hi^ih prie«‘ : they w«*n* walkinjjj 
around <mi the lields of Hther, and their 
eonntenaiiee.s potirtraved an elfulj;<‘nee of 
li^ht which showed the state of happiness 
and bliss th«*v enjc»yed. 1 then inc|uired 
of Sentsh i/ad, ‘ Whose are those souls 
that are dt'stined to such a Idessed re- 
ward, ami win) are arrayed in such pomp?’ 
Serosh i/ad rt'plied, ‘ I'h.ese are the souls 
of <rood princes and lej^islators, who have 
tro^erned well, and who have studied the 
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good and the real interests and welfare 
of their subjects; who hare protected the 
poor, promoted and rewarded the de- 
serving, and punished the oppressor with 
die utmost rigour ; who performed good 
works, and ju-otected tlie ])riestK, and oh- 
served all the rites of the Masdian* faith.’ 

] was extremely glad to find that good 
[)riuees were thus rewarded, and express- 
«^d my satisfaction to Serosh izad. I was 
then impelled forward, and came to an- 
odier place, where a great multitude of 
souls were assemhied ; they w ere all 
seate<l on thrones, and supported hy pil- 
lows j; the thrones were surrounded hy 
atigel.s, and the splendour of the place 
was M'ry great. J iiupiired of Serosh 
i/ad. who they wa-re that were thus seated 
ill that splendid and easy manner.^ to 
which he replied, ‘These are the souls 
of good priests, goiernors, and of thos<? 
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vtnployed in the duties of relijjion. They 
are iinder niy parti(*ular <'liar<je, and I 
delijiht in ininisteriii" to them; hut f 
am the eneuiy of ati those uho ue^leet 
those duties.’ Aft<*r ha^inrj ma<h‘ a 
salutation to them, I was impelled for- 
ward liy Serosh izad, and eame to a 
[*la<‘e that was wholly inhahited hv the 
souls of women, who were all elolhed in 
eitdintidered ^armtmts, and adorned with 
pearls, diamonds, and all kinds of pre- 
eious stones; on their heads were plaeed 
(Towns of <rold. and their eonntenanei^ 
was illumined with j^iladoess, and tlu v 
were anmsiny; theinsehes hy walkimr 
about, and eonversin^^ in iln* nio>f pla\ful 
manner. I iu(|uir(‘d ol SiTosh izad who 
they were that (lod had so r(“wnrded ? 
to whieh he replied, ‘ 'I’hose souls that 
you see here are thos(' of jrood wonnm ; 
those who w<‘re faithful to their husbands 
during their liu'S, and who ne>er departinl 
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from virtue either in thought or act, and 
who were contented in the station allotted 
to them; and performed all the duties 
prescribed by the Masdian religion. This 
is the reward that God has appointed for 
theni; the station to which Omnipotence 
has allotted them." I was much gratihed 
by this relation, and after having blessed 
them we (leparte<l. 

“ 1 (hen journeyed forwards, aceoni- 
paiiied by Serosli izad and Ardebeliesl. 
nin Shasfnnd, and saw in another place a 
great iininbcr <»f souls assembled, whose 
countenance Aicd in splendour with the 
sun and moon ; (hey were edothed in gar- 
ments of gold ami silver, and surrounded 
with warlike instruments of all <b‘scrip- 
tions, formed of gold and silver, and other 
c»)stlY materials, with wiiich they were 
ninnsing themselves, as they had been 
used to do in the lower world. 1 was 
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much pleased with their appearance, and 
of the benevolence that shone from their 
countenance, and 1 inquired of my two 
conductors who they were, that enjoyed 
themselves in those blessed regions, in 
s(» delightful a manner? to which they 
answered, “ Those are the souls of de- 
parted heroes and warriors, who, though 
they ha\e destroyed and conquered many 
peo[tle. yet did nothing wantonly or 
cruelly, or imagined any wickedness; and 
v\lio always protect»*d the wi«low atid 
orfdian. and succourt'd the poor and dis- 
tressed. For lhos«* ^ood actions God 
has rewarded them in this distinguished 
manner.' 

•* I then proceeded loruard, led hy luy 
two <‘OM(luctors, Serosh i/ad antlArdehe- 
liest urn Sha.sliind, and came to another 
place, where a larj^e concourse of souls wer« 
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Collected. The place appeared like a 
spacious garden, planted with trees and 
shrubs of various kinds, and rivulets and 
clear springs running between them ; the 
trees were filled with singing birds, who 
rent the air with their melodious notes, 
and the springs sent out the scent of 
roses, the bottoms of which were studded 
with the most precious gems, over which 
glided fish of gold and silver hues ; the 
garden itself was filled with groups of 
musicians, who made the air resound with 
their sprightly notes, to which others 
danced, and the whole scene spoke the 
utmost enjoyment. I inquired of my 
guides, ‘ Who are those who taste such 
exquisite happiness, and for what good 
works is such reward assigned? to W'hich 
they replied, ‘ They are those who made 
it their business in the lower world to 
kill and destroy all manner of noxious* 
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anintai'x. rt'pfilrs. aii<l inK<*<-(s dial aiv 
iainiiral lo man Tor niiic’}i thiK is llip rc- 
\var<!.’ J was so imu'h f)U*as«*tl with this* 
«irli|^iitfiii plaot*, tliat 1 said (o nivseJf, 
this plat'e is ni_> soul’s dosin', and that 1 
ina> !i<‘ siniilarK rowarded, I also will bo- 
i-oim* a dostrovor* of rcptilos. 

Wo tlioii prooooilod forwuni, and 
oaiiio to aiiotlior phuu', that ajipoaroil to 
ho <*lothod in otornal vorduro. Its hoau- 
tifui appouranoo ;ra\o to iny thou^lits a 
woiuloHul ilojjroo of ooiuplac«*nov and 
‘fratitudo t<» fJoil ft»r ail his ^oodno.ts. 
Iloro tlio Kohati'j' was ooaspioiioiis, yiold- 
injx tho most odoiiriforoiis frajj^ranoo; the 
!ini«* troo. and tho oranj;<* alsi», shod ihoir 
odours around; horo. und<-r tho shade of 
lolty (roos, wore soatod a >asl omioourse 
<d‘ poofilo, who wore niiiiislorod to and 
attendod h> the most hoautiful females. 
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who were arrajocl in ooslly habits of {yold 
{Hid silvor, with crowns of gold on their 
heads; hands of musicians also sounded 
their various insfrunients, and everj 
thinjr around ha<l tln^ appearaioM' of Joy 
and uhnlness. Here I ex»*laiined, ‘ Everv 
place 1 come (<» is more extraordinar>, 
and each <»ne is surpassed by the other. 
1 then <l«*manded <»f Serosh izad, ‘ Who 
sire those who enjoy themselves in this 
deliirhtful manner f their good works, no 
doubt, have been of the highest, as their 
reward is.’ Serosh izad replied, ‘ These 
are the poor and humble, the husband* 
man and the peasant, who have followed 
the true wav, fulfilled the duties allotted 
to them with activity and zeal, and have 
walked in the ways of righteousness all 
the days that they sojourned in the Idwer 
world : over whom presides the angel 
lilspendar Mud mu Shasfuiid*, by whose 
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or(l*T the leiiiule aii};»‘ls are niinisterinj; 
f<» them.’ 1 then pertM'ix'd Kspeiehir 
Mud. and luniiij; salnte<I liim. 1 sai<l to 
him, ‘ How happy are those sotds who 
partake of your supi'riiilendauce.’ I then 
mo\<*d forwards, aceonipanied hy Serosh 
izad. and eame to another place, wliere a 
<;reat eom-oiirse of people were assein- 
hletl, all <tf whom were seat<‘<l tut st*pa- 
ralt' thrones, atloriied with }JJ<*ld and 
sil\er. whieh iIm'hi the ap[)euranee 

of so manv kiiijjs, with their setcral 
suites and attendants, all of whom were 
diflerentit hahitc'd in ‘jannents ol‘ rieh 
slitn's. oi'nanient(‘d with j^old, silter, ami 
preeituis stones. Hesitle them seterally 
slootl a htirse ready eaparisoned, with 
{fold bridle and stirrups, and otherwise 
adorned with ettslly trappin;fs. 1 was so 
well pleased with tin* appearanec of these 
happy souls, and of the visible content 
and plea.siire that beamed from their 
d‘2 



<‘ountt*iiiiiic <*s, that I iiu|uircd of my coii- 
flij<-t<>rs ‘ Who aro those that enjoy such 
pi'«‘-eminence, and who appear to be so 
happy?’ Serosh izad replied, ‘ Those are 
the sotils of hordsmeii, shepherds, and 
others that wt*re <‘inplo>ed in the lower 
world in the <‘ar«‘ and snperinteiulance of 
the si'veral <ioinestie animals; and wlio 
p<'rfornn‘d their duties to them in the 
most i>\emplaiy manner, by ministering 
kindly to them in their several wants, 
and by not neglecting them in their old 
age, or when assailed by sickness; by 
afl'ording them prote(rtion from beasts 
of prey ; by slndteriag them from the 
storms, and shading them from the too 
powerfid rays of the sun; and by giv- 
ing (in goovl will and without ostenta- 
titm) their pnaiuce, which tliey did not 
require themselves, to the poor and 
needy. 'I'his, oh, Ardai Viraf! is the 
place a|)pointed, and the reward assigned, 
to those who have performed those works 
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uhioh are pleasinjj and meritorious in 
die e;jes of Ciod.’ 

“ After liH>iii^ told and explained 
these thinjjs to me. Serosli izad look me 
In tiu' arm, ami said. ‘ Turn \(»ur 
thonjrhts, oh, Artlai Viruf! towards (iod, 
and walk upwards three paees which 
ha^injr «l«»ne, 1 found m\s»‘lf in Ana 
<»nrra Koshna liehest*. (nr the seu’iith 
hea'en). in (he midst of a jxarden, wh(*s(* 
tjati’s w«'re <tf hurnished ^old, (he trees 
and llowers of which shed sneh deli<‘ious 
odours as quite hewildered ni\ senses; 
here were seen tin* rose, tin* tulip, (he 
h\aeinth. the jasmin, tin* \i«ilet, the nar- 
cissus, the (*en(fr»il. and nianv others f)f 
"feat la'auty ami fraiirane<*. All kinds 
ol fruit wen* also in the (rf,.at<*si profu- 
sion; here were seen the eofiliiiir oraniri*, 
ami the luseious ;rrape. the date and 
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pomcjyranatc, nnd every kind of refreshiiij^ 
friii< and scented flower, distilling: such 
ih'lijrhtful fratfrance as baflies further 
description. I'he trees were also filled 
with the most delifrhtful of the feathered 
race, some with unrivalled pluniajie, 
others with the most melodious Toices, 
whieh cjuit<‘ enchanted me, and filled my 
soul with admiration, and my heart with 
gratitude. 


“ We then proeeede<l forward, and I 
saw a buihlintx* that shone likt' tlu' sun in 
its Adlest radiance, beiiiy; studded with 
diamonds, pearls, emeralds, and all the 
tlitTerent kinds of precious stones. In 
the centre of the building was a jj:olden 
throne, surnmnded with chairs ; on the 
throne was sealed the prophet Zeratush 
nnd by his si<le vv«‘re standing his three 
sons. Assud A vaster, ()zvv\ir toor, and 
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Koorshed cliehar; 1 also saw the soul i»l 
Jeinshicl, atteiidinff on the pro|>lu‘t ; also 
Kai Kohad, Kous Kvarash, Kio niurs*, 
Feridoini, Gushtaspf. Hooshunjr, Je- 
rnasp, lieerueh, A^rarus, Me<lioinah, Zo 
'I'iiiiasp, Ker ehasp, Ferehotee, Lohrasp, 
Chan<>fni<jach, Bahinaii, Darah, Dara, ujid 
Seeauaek. Here 1 pul up a prayer to 
(lod, that it lui^hl pleas** him to allot me 
a pla<M‘ amoii^sl thos<* whr> w«*re so hi<rhl> 
(listinouislu'd : and 1 addn'ssed uiNSt'H'to 
triv <'oriduetors, and said to tln’iii, ‘ Were 
I will remain, and return no mor<‘ to tin* 
world helow to whieli Serosh izad r«*- 
pli*‘d, * Oh. Ardai Viraf! (iod, who 
knows \<»ur heart, ami tin* jjfood works 
\ou ha*e alrea(K wron";ht, will no donht 
destiin* _\«iu to this phwe, hut jit pr«*s«‘nt 
\ini. oh. Ardai \ iraf! who ar»* the most 
hoonred of mortal?. ha\e other duties to 
liilfil; tin* kinj; is expeetitjj; \ou, and the 
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fete of a whole nation depends on the 
termination of yourmission/ As Serosh 
izad spoke these words, a most resplen- 
dent Vijrht appeared at a little distaiiee 
from us, and an invisible voice said, in 
aeconls of liarinony and kindix'Ns, ‘ Let 
ev(‘ry care ]»' taken of Ardai \ iraf, and 
condinM him also to tlx' place of punish- 
ments, that he may he enabled to report 
to the (\in:>‘ the iiatiin* of them, as well as 
of tln^ rewards for ifoiKl works, that the 
nations may Know them, and sin no 
more.' 

J was tin'll impelled forward by my 
two i'omhn'tors, who <'oniniein'ed a fami- 
liar eoinersat ion with nn', and <x*oe me 
luneli information ami ojood a(bi<'e. 

‘ Withoni trouble nothing can In* at- 
taineil.' said Serosh i/ad ; ' tin* pmir day- 
labourer is Morthy of his hire, ami those 
who perform ”ood works v\ill ha\e their 
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ifward ill clcriial lifo, arrordiiij; to their 
M-v«.*ral iiKTits. He eontiiiueil, ‘ I'lie 
iii'e of iiiun is of .short duration, and many 
irouhles and anxieties fall to his lot ; and 
a man after (iftx xisirs of |»ros|u’rit> and 
lia|t|tin«*ss, nia> In*, l»x sonu' nnforseen 
ai-eident, n-dneed to siekness and jio- 
31any are trie<l l>\ this criterion, 
and Imt leu are found uorthx. 'Po .suf- 
fer a <la\ of |>ain. after lifty \ears of j)h*a- 
>ure. is too iiiueh for them, and fliey 
eomplain. in hitlerm'ss of spirit, to tlie 
( ri'aior o f ail j^ood. of his injusti(*e 
and ermdlv. uilhout remeniherinir the 
i>ood tlo'x ha\e so hniii enjoMMl, or eall- 
in^' to mind the eternitx of punishment 
in rest'iut* for the u irked. Therefore, 
oh. Vrdai \ iraf ! ualk yourself in the 
path-' <.f riijhieonsiiess, aiht tea<-h other.s 
also |(t do Sir Ueeoiie<‘t that your hod^ 
uill ri'turn to dust, hut that your soul, if 
rieh in ^<mh 1 vvcnks. uill mount to imraor- 
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Jalih, aiid partake of the happiness you 
liiive* already witnessed. Take les.s care 
of your body , and more of y our soul ; the 
pains and aches of tlu^ body are easily 
cured, Inil who ea!i minisler to the dis- 
<*ases of the soul ? When you s<‘t out on 
a j(»urney in (he lower world you provide 
yoursel\<*s, and (ak<‘ vvi(h you money, 
elodies, provisions, and are prepared 
against all (he exij^eneies of (he road, 
bu( wlia( do you pro\i<b‘ yours(*l\es willi 
for your last j(»urm‘y, for (he journey of 
(h(> soul from the lower (o (he tipper 
w(»rhl ; and whose frituidship luo<‘ you 
(o assist you tm (In' way? Hear, oh, 
Ardai ^ intf ! and 1 will deserihe to you 
(he provisions re(juisi(e for (In* voyajjt* (o 
ett'nial life. 

‘ In th«‘ lirst plae«‘, (he frit'ud who will 
assist von is Hod ; but (o attain his 
friendship you must walk in his ways, and 
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|tla( 0 in liim tlio flriuosl n’liancc. Tin* 
provisions nnivt he faitli and liopn. and 
llir ronn-nihrancn of votir <»;o(nl works, 
riir Intdv, oil. Ardai \ iraf! niav In* 
likon<‘<l nn(o a Intrsr, and tin* son! to its 
ridor. and the provisions rcipii.sito for 
tin* support ol liotli aro oikhI a(*tion.s; 
hut as with a rid(‘r tin* lior.so is 

ill niana«:i*d. so with a looldi* Imrso fin* 
ndrr is l.ut ill a<*coinniodal«*d, rar<* onirlit 
to In* lakrii that hotli an* kopl in ordor . 
so. in a spiritual sonso. tin* soul and hod} 
must In* k(*|it in ord<*r h\ a su(*r<*ssion of 
;::(»od artions. Kvcn in tin* world flic 
multitude Wftuhl sneer at a man who 
took more eare «d liis liors(* than of hini> 
self: for this reason a man oiijfht to lake 
nn»r»* <‘are of his soul than of his hod\. 
(iod. oh, Ardai Viraf! requires only two 
things o| tin* sons of nn*n; the first, that 
the\ should not sin; the next, that (hex 
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.should be p’atoful for the many ble.ssmj2js 
lie is contiimally bestowing on them. 

‘ L(*< (he world, oh, Ard;ri Viruf! bo 
taught iio( to set their loNirts on (In 
pleasures ami vuiiitit's <1!' lif<\ as iioihinij; 
can be <ar«i« d awaN with il lu. 4 On 
have already seen the rewards ;xiven to 
the ifood and deservinjr ; how' trn v Ino.- 
been repaid b>r all tlndr trouble ; the 
po(»r and (he rich, (he kinj; and lb * ;»e., 
saiit, here r«*eeive honours and tlislim 
lions, aeeordiii}^ to (heir j^ood work' 
I’he herdsman and slu'plu'rd, yon ba%e 
seen (heir f‘ondition. 

‘ In youth, and in (he prime of man- 
hood. when blessed with health and 
>i}*^onr, yoti suppose (hat your strenjjih 

will never fail: that vour riehes, vonr 

« • 

lands, your houses, and your honour.^, 
will remain for e\er; that your trardens 
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uill }>»' aUvavJ* ifrot'ii. and \«>ur virK'jrards 
ti uuiul ; Uut. oil. Anlai Viral ! toarli 
not (i» iliiok v(»; <i‘acli dii'iii llif daiii;f<M‘ 
uf li a V. n\ (.r all. iiill 

p,(S' ilU iU ‘I- "I 


j ill ia(l*‘. aii<! ; i < lossoiis 

• Hi Id, M l <l-;ii In- i ut)ulli;ii:; »o !»roli( 
!«\ — Y I’.i. (In world ii.vidl' w ill pass .'viax. 
ai: ! ito(hlii«r will t'CMiiaiii hut (iod! 

j h. 'fluia-. oh. Ardai \ iral’l turuNOiir 

• hou<j;;litv ,i<di towartU liiiii. .No jiloa- 
-'iir* ^ .It iiav (Is )■( Hcoinitant pain: ro.sov 
Im> i! oit'>. a d honoiir.s fall info dis- 
iiiat t ll »v ph’usanf to drink wino. Inif 
)i(io\(< itfoii hrinj^.v pain, if not disoraco : 
ir \o(i * .ccimI in t'afin*;. tliiv also hriii|ri. 
its punishiiu tit. am! >ou must havr a 
doctor; iwon if yon drink the purest 
water to excess, it enjrendcrs dropsy ; 
tlierelore. let the u\oidunc«‘ of excess in 



overv iliiiijjj Ix' most particularly incul- 
cated: iti wine or woiiUMi, iti <'atin;X 
driiikin<>'; lliouuli they luinyf their own 
punishment iti tlie world, hy the «liM*Hse.s 
they' cni£ender, vet they eneourajie the 
most dciully sins, and the soul so indulj;- 
inji' will most assuredly he eni oil’ t'rom 
lu‘a\en. So vm se«‘, oh. Ardai \ irul ! 
that the induliruiux* of our passions brings 
no pleasure of lon^ durati«ui, or im- 
press(‘s any rfood sentiment on the lieart. 

‘ If after prayitij^ t<> Cimi lor ollsprinjr, 
and Hi' has jjjranted your re<pu‘st, into 
what a Rtui of trouble and auviety ar»‘ you 
pluiijfed ; your .son or daujrhter may ;xrow 
uj) in >iciuus habits, and inibitter your 
days by their undiitiful conduct ; the one 
may become a thief, the otlier a cfuirte- 
zaii, and bring disgrace on your old age. 
The bee that produces honey has also a 
slinjr. 



- I ll * witilil is rdnijMistMl Ilf Inst, ;i'a- 

.uh! <»( jiii'sNiini's tli<‘ most uu<;'o'(*rn- 

ulil*' il C*<i(l tiifiu tliiiifj;, tnon 

iliaf t'lt uliicli ninsi <lrsirr. iin* 

« •- 

not s;,iisji( d. Itiii am finilinuallv (■ra\iny[ 
liir rnoi’c ami nuirr. to a IniiHltHMi fold 

A^iiriri' and aiidiitioti (InpriM* them 
of and flKMii Iroiii inakiiij; 

a landalil*' nxfrtniii lo Huiidtn' lln‘*>n 
ilfnadlul [lU'^sions. nlucli will pitmjfn 
tlit’in in ♦■vi‘tluslinir inisnrv 

'A kin;j wlio lia> coinjunn'd uli llu* miis 
roundin<x ronntrit*s, sijihs beoatixi* In* has 
im morn vwnids to subdm*. Ktii Koua, 
alKT iiavin*; ooiujiion d inanv cuuiitrit'S, 
aspired to he a kin^ in heaven, and was 
puiiiiihed hir his presumptiun hy a dread- 
ini hiil. vviiieh made him seii><ihh‘ of Iuk 
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■ So ^ou SCO, oh, Aniai Viral ! that con- 
font is tlic^i happiest condition of man, 
and the most |)leasin|r to the Creator; 
and treasure the ad\ice I have jijiven you ; 
and as you return tf) the lower world, in- 
culeatt* (hese precepts, and abide by the 
laws, and walk 1u the way «)f truth and 
holiness, and continue in the worship of 
the true God.’ 

“ Serosh izad havinjj; coneluded, we 
stepped' forward, and saw a {Trent con- 
course of .souls assembled, all of whom 
Were clothed in flowinff jrarments of 
white, adorned with embroidery of ^old 
and .silver, and the antrels Aban izad*, 
and Adur izad f, and Murdad urn Shas- 
fund, (the angel of death), standing near 
them, lire assemblage of souks that I 
saw in this place were all seated on 
thrones supported by cushions, and the 


* See Note 40. 
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placo was filUnl with otiours of musk 
uikI ambtr; they wen* ^•!lio^ina: them- 
solves ill euioersatioii on th<* most pleus- 
iiij; subjects, and contt’iilmeiit anil ri'sijf- 
luition l»eaim*il from thi'ir ^•ountenanecs, 
and (he arij^els hid’ore mentioned were 
ministeriujr to them. 1 iiujuireil of tny 
conductors, Serosh izad anil Ardehehest 
mn -Shasfund,wliothev wi'rcthat were thus 
rewarded. The aiijjel.s replied, ‘ Those 
are the souls of (hose 2f»'^'fut>rs who have 
hecn unremitting in their desire to do 
•rood, and to jierform jjood action.s; those 
who hate dii^ wells, canals, and built 
aijuediiets; and who erected I’aravanse- 
rais I , and resting places for the wearied 
travidler; laid out gardens for the com- 
fort of the |K*or, anil not w'antonly de- 

stroved trees and plants ; 'fend have pre- 

* 

served with care the sacred fire, and per- 
formed the duties of religion with cheer- 


£ 


• S«e Note 42, 


t Sec Note 48. 



so 

fulness, attending to the doctrines of our 
prophet Zeratusb, and respecting him as 
the servant of the Most High.' 

“ From thence I proceeded forward 
with two conductors, and came to 
another place, where we saw a vast multi- 
tude of souls collected, whose beautiful 
countenance emitted the most brilliant 
rays, each of them appearing like a sun 
in the firmament ; their clothing also ap- 
peared as if of U^t. They flitted about 
on the light either, and had the appear- 
ance of youths of fifteen years of age, 
their countenances pourtraying all the in- 
nocence and, playfulness .of that age. 
Above were seen ranges of apartments 
destined for them, glittering with, light 
and splendQur,*whicb delighted the heart, 
an4 my mind with gratitude. 


“ I inquired of Serosh izad, ‘ Who are 



these that are immersed in this sea. of 
light, and who are so happy and con-^ 
tented ? show me the good works which 
• they performed to entitl^i them to so 
splendid a destiny/ To which he replied, 

“ These are the souls of those who ex- 
erted themselves in the cause of the poof 
and of the distressed, of the widow and 
the orphan. This is the reward allotted 
to them. Here they live in perpetual 
youih, as their virtues,^ never to he for- 
gotten, are stamped on the memory, and 
remain written in thc^ hearts of the poor 
that they have succoured, the distressed 
whom they have relieved, and the widow 
and orphan whom they have protected/ 

“ Ardai Viraf now being told by his 
conductors that he had seen all the 
secrets of heaven, exclaimed, * How f 
am delisted with what I have seen, and ' 
with the favour that has been shown me! 
s2 
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How can I show my gratitude to the 
Most High, (for enabling me to perform 
this arduous embassy), than by promising 
, to walk in the, ways of truth and holiness 
all my days! 

“ Serosh izad and Ardebehest um 
Sliasfund now desired me to prepare my- 
self to sec the punishments that were in- 
flicted on the wicked, and taking hold of 
my arm, impelled me downwards, and 
we presently came to a river of foetid 
waifer, that emitted the most pestilential 
yapours, (my conductors told me that it 
was of the depth of nine lances*), and 
on it floated a ^ast number of souls^ in 
all the agony of drowning, many of them 
sinking, and all of them in the greatest 
. agitation, calling on God, and complain- 
ing of their lot; but all was lost in the 
winds, nobody heard them, or paid atteu- 


* See Note 44. 
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tion to their complaints ; no person came 
to their assistance, all their cries were 
unavailing. All kinds of noxious reptiles, 
with which the river abounded, gave 
them not a moment’s respite, and they 
were carried down the stream, notwith- 
standing their cries and lamentations. I 
felt astonished and humbled by this sight, 
and pity ft)r their sufferings entered into 
my heart, and I inquired of my conduc- 
tors who they were that had merited so 
severe a punishment, and what was the 
name of the river; to which Serosh izad re- 

A 

plied, ‘ The river that you see before you 
is composed of the tears* of mankind; 
tears shed (against the express command 
of the Almighty) for the departed ; there- 
fore, when you return again' to the earth, 
inculcate this to mankind — that to grieve 
immoderately for the departed is, iii^ljbe 
sight of God, a most henious sin ; and 


* See Note 45. 
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the river ie constantly increased by this 
folly, every tear making the poor wretches 
who float on it more distant from ease 
and relief. 

‘ To pray for the souls of the deceased 
is a duty we owe them, and is pleasing to 
God, but to cry and mourn is sinful in 
His sight. Hope is not denied to the 
children of men, and faith in the justice 
of the Almighty ought to banish regret.’ 
Seft^sh' icad here paused, and I was taken 
by my two conductors to the foot of 
'Ohunwat Phool, and my sight being 
directed to the dark side of the bridge, I 
perceived a soul* that had escaped from 
its earthly tenement, and was seated at 
the bed’s head of the deceased. It com> 
plained, in the most piteous accents, of 
its forlorn state; ‘ Where shtdl l go? who 
will receive me? Even when conflned in 


• See Note 46. 
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my narrow case on earth> 1 was neter in 
such a pitiful dilemma! Here I am tor> 
mented by all manner of demons, who 
have attempted to take me to hell, even 
before the days of my probation are 
ended!' After having finished these ex- 
clamations, I saw it creep along in fear 
and trembling, and presently a wind came 
sweeping along, loaded with the most 
pestilential vapours, even as it were from 
the boundaries of hell ; a| which all the 
souls who were near fled with the utmost 
expedition. In the midst of this wind 
appeared a form of the most demonical 
appearance; it had teeth like an elephant, 
and the nails of its hands and feet were 
like the talons of an eagle; his eyes were 
like blood, and out of his mouth issued 
volumes of pestilential vapour, that mixed 
with the wind. When tliis demon was 
iseen by the soul before mentioned, it 
endeavoured to make its escape, but was 
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arrested by a voice of thunder, that said, 
‘ Dare not to attempt to fly from me, for 
I have you in my clutches/ The soul 
then inquired of the demon, in imploring 
accents, ‘ Who are you that appear in 
such a monstrous shape? I never saw any 
thing so horrible in the lower world.’ 
To which the demon replied, ‘ I am your 
genius, and have become thus deformed 
by your crimes, (whilst you were inno- 
cent I was handsome.) Whilst others 
have walked in the way of truth, you have 
laid in no provisions * for this long jour- 
liey; you are come quite unprovided; 
you were rich, but you did no good with 
your riches, you neither relieved the poor 
or protected the widow or orphan; and 
not only did no good yourself, but pre- 
vented, by your evil example, those whose 
inclinations led them to do good; and 
you have often mentally said, ‘ When is 


* See Note 4 , 7 . 



57 


the day of judgment? to mO k will never 
arrive/ Such i« the opinion of the foolish 
and unbelieving, but a dreadful retribu- 
tion awaits them. As for yourself, your 
riches will soon be dissipated ; you have 
brought none away with you, and instead 
of blessing your memory, posterity all 
join in despising it. Such is the end of 
the e^il doer; and now you are in my 
power.’ Having said this, the demon 
laid bold of him by the neck, and brought 
him to the foot of Chunwat Phool, which, 
instead of the broad expanse it presents 
to the good, was now as the edge of a 
sword. The soul hesitated to venture on 
it, but was impelled by the demon, and 
after tottering a few paces fell, and was 
precipitated into the abyss below, The 
heart of Ardai Viraf overflowed with com- 
passion at the lot of this unfortunate, but 
he was not suffered long to remain, >but 
was hurried' forward by his conductors, 
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and entered a region where the cold was 
excessive, and the air loaded with fcetid 
vapours, and surrounded with a very 
great darkness ; a passage appeared be- 
fore us of such straitness as scarce to 
admit the passing of one person at a time, 
and from hence issued a smoke, that 
added to the darkness. Our progress 
was here arrested, and I with difficulty 
perceived, through the darkness, a vast 
concourse of souls, each of whom ap- 
peared crouching in a separate corner, 
and believing .that they Were quite alone, 
and saying to themselves, ‘ Here 1 am, 
the only unfortunate, the only unworthy.’ 
I perceived that they were tormented by 
all kinds of noxious animals — serpents, 
scorpions, and aM kinds oi reptiles sur- 
rounded them, and gave them not a mo- 
ment’s respite from the^ snfferings. No- 
thing hummi remained but their visage, 
which was also distorted by pain and 
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grief. I then inquired of Serosb izad 
and Ardebefaest um Shasfund, * Who are 
the souls that are thus unfortunately situ- 
ated?" Serosh izad replied, * They arc 
those who were guilty of unnatural crimes, 
that degraded them from the state of 
humanity to be worse than the lowest rep- 
tile This is the punishment assigned to 
them, which will last to all eternity; and 
when you return to the lower world, 
teach them, oh, Ardai Viraf ! to avoid the 
commission of such detestable crimes." 

“ I then walked forward with my two 
conductors, and came to a place where I 
saw the soul of a woman, surrounded by 
devils, one of whom was administering 
to her a cup of the most detestable com- 
pounds, composed of blood and other im- 
pure substances, whilst the surrounding 
devils compelled her to drink, by threats 
and blows : as soon as one was finished 
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another was presented, which, amidst her 
cries and lamentations, and the most 
piteous entreaties, she was made to 
swallow. 

“ I inquired of my conductors, ‘ Who 
is this woman, and why is she so punish- 
ed?’ To which they replied, ‘This wo- 
man, when in .the world, was impure and 
unclean, and took no care of sacred 
things; and in the time of her impurity 
did not refrain from conversation with 
men, nor from touching sacred things. 
Such, oh, Ardai Viraf ! is the punishment 
inflicted for such crimes.’ 

“ We then proceeded forward, and 
came to another place, where 1 saw a man 
hanging by one leg on a tree, and sur- 
rounded by devils, who, with long knives, 
were fleaing him alive. He was writhing 
in the greatest agony, entreating for 
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mercy, and uttering the most dreadful 
cries. I inquired of my two conductors 
concerning the crimes that this man had 
been guilty of; to which Serosh izad re- 
plie<l, ‘ This man, during his sojourn on 
earth*, persecuted the worshippers of 
(iod, butchering and destroying them 
whenever they came in his power; for 
which crime he is in his turn punished 
in the manner you see, and you must ac- 
knowledge with justice.' I bowed in ac- 
quiescence, and we proceeded forward, 
and came to another place, where I saw 
a man in -the midst of a multitude of 
devils, who threw him down on the 
ground, and were forcing him to drink, 
cup after cup, of a composition of all the 
most forbidding and detestable sub- 
stances. He struggled hard, and used 
prayer and supplication, to make them 
desist from their purpose, but without 


♦ See Note 48, 
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effeqt, for they forced him to swallow the 
nauseous draught. 1 inquired of Serosh 
izad, ‘ "Why is this punishment, why is 
this dreadful draught administered?’ To 
which he replied, ‘ This man is a great 
sinner, and, amongst his many crimes, 
delighted in conversing with the other 
sex, during the time of their impurity. 
For this crime he is thus punished, by 
being made to drink all kinds of impuri- 
ties.’ 

I then was impelled forward by my 
two conductors, and soon came to an- 
other place, where a man stood, who was 
exclaiming, in the most piteous accents, 
1 die of hunger! a bit of bread, a 
draught of water, or I perish !’ At inter- 
vals he bit pieces out of his own arms, 
which he .eagerly swallowed. 1 asked 
Serosh izad, * What sin he bad committed 
to merit such punishment?' Serosh izad 
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replied, * This man is an ungrateful mor- 
tal, who partook of the good things of the 
lower world, without either returning 
thanks or imploring a blessing, or giving 
of his superfluity to the poor. For this 
reason the angels* who preside over the 
waters and the fruits of the earth, have 
destined him to sufi*er this punishment, 
of hunger and thirst. .This, oh, ^rdai 
Viraf! is the punishment for ingratitude; 
one of the crimes most displeasing to 
God.’ 

“ I was then led forward by my two 
conductors, and came to a place where 1 
saw a woman suspended by her two 
breasts, surrounded by devils, and all 
kinds of the most loathsome reptiles, 
who were biting her, and tormenting her 
on all sides, whilst she uttered the most 
dreadful cries and entreaties. 1 inquired 


« See Note 49- 
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of my conductors who this woman was ? 

* and why is she so punished?’ To which 
Serosh izad replied, ‘ This woman was 
unfaithful to her husband, and deserted 
him for other men. This is the punish- 
ment, oh, Ardai Viraf I inflicted on un- 
faithful wU es.’ 

“We then proceeded forward, and 
came to a place where a vast multitude 
of souls were collected, in the midst of 
whom were all kinds of reptiles and 
noxious animals, who constantly assailed 
them with their teeth and their stings, 
and gave them not a moment’s respite. 
They were uttering the most dreadful 
and appalling cries. 1 inquired of Serosh 
izad, * What sins have been committed 
by thislniultitiide?’ \To which he replied, 

* Those people neglected) in the loiyer 
world, to, wear, the Hc^dra* and, the. 


* Sm Note ^0. 
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Koostee*, ais prescribed by the laws of 
the Magi; and also from wearing cover- 
ing for the feet; and who performed the , 
natural evacuations without regard to 
cleanliness, or covering the head and 
body ; for the neglect of > their duties 
you see, oh, Ardai Viraf! how they 
are puuished; and above all, incul- 
cate the strict observance of these 
duties/ 

“We then proceeded forward, and 
came ,to another place, where I saw a 
woman suspended by the heels, and -hav.- 
ing her tongue protruded but of the' back 
of her neck. She was bewailing her 
hard lot, and repeating, in a quick tone, 

^ There can be 'no punishment so hard 
as mine/ I inquired of Serosh istad w’hat 
crime she had committed;, and he in- 
formed me concerning it in the following 

* Note 51* 
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' words: ‘ This woman was in constant re- 
bellion against her husband; she heeded 
him not, and did ati in hes power to 
make him unhappy; forgetting that, next 
to God and the prophets, she ought to 
have reverenced him. So, Ardai Viraf, 
let the world be acquainted with the pu- 
nishment awai^^ to. this crime, and the 
abhorrence, it is. held, in .by the Most 
High.’ 

“ From’ hence we proceeded forward, 
and came tO' another place, and saw a 
man- sUirounded with devils, who were 

c 

urging him to driojk.the most detestable 
of beveeageS) -out vof a measure; and 
when' he drew Imnk he was pushed for- 
waad widi stiapes, blows, and re- 

proaches, . and. made to drink of the 
nanseons dtaug^t. .1 inquired of Serosh 
izad, ^•Why'hl’. ihis punishment awarded f 
To which he replied, * This man, wUlst 
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ill the lower world, used false weights 
and measures*, and took full weight and 
returned false, thereby injuring the poor; 
who adulterated his goods, by mixing 
water with milk, and other sins of the 
same kind, amassing wealth by these in- 
jurious practices. He is now punished, 
oh, Ardai Viraf ! by being made to drink 
nauseous compounds out of his dWh mea- 
sure.^ After witnessing this punishment, 
and turning from it in disgust, we pro- 
ceeded forward, and oame to another 
place, where I saw a man surrounded by 

seventy devils, who were tossing him 

• 

about and Hogging him with snakes, which 
they held in their hands; the snakes also 
fixing their fangs in his iHesh at every 
stroke; his hands and feet were manacled, 
and he rent the air with his cries and 
lamentations, but in vain. I inquired of ’ 
my conductors, ‘ Who is this man, who is 


♦ See Note 58. , 
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thus tormented'?' and wals informed by 
Serosh* laad that te Vas a tyrant, who 
abused the authority delegated to him 
by ^Grod, by persecuting ^is subjects, and 
rendeiW them unhappy,' bj^ lulling them, 
by imposing unjust nnes, and by impri- 

ft ^ j, * •(1 

soning them Without caUse, and by treat- 

a t f * 

ino: them on all occasions with the utmost 
rigour, neither attending to their peti- 
tions, or relieving their distress. This, 
oh, Ardai Yiraf! is a lesson for king's; as 
he ‘treated ,his ’subjects fn ' the lower 
world, s6 is be here punished,* and he 
deserves neither pity or commisseration.' 


“ I then proceeded forward, attended 

1 • * 4 '' 

by ifty two conductors, and came to an- 
other place, where through the darkness 

' If 

I perceited the figure of a man, sur- 
rounded by devilsj his tongue protruded 
out of hiS mouth, and was covened with 
air kinds of noxious insects, siififi^s scor- 
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plans, cenlipiedes* idid So on* 
tini^ally stung and bit Him, notwltfastanjlr 
ing his endeavours to shake t^em olT. 
My conductors told me that this was the 
pijfmshment inflicled on liars and tale- 
bearers. * This mao,^ continued Serosh 
izad, ‘ was a ^eat ^ner, a fontent^l* of 
disputes, a liar, a slanderer, and of the 
most evil disposition ; his tpngue is thus 
punished for the crimes ^of his^ heart ; 
and, oh, Ardai Viraf 1 t$aeh the world to, 
avoid the commission of this crime/ 

“We then proceeded forward, andf 
came to another place, where I saw the 
soul of a man surrounded by devils, ^ho 
were catting him» in pieces. ^e was ijt- 
tering the most piteous cries, and calting 
in vain on God for mprey and assist^ce. 
I* inquired of 8erosh izad respecting the 

V 

crimes committed by this man, that paq* 
rited so dreadful a punkhment. To 
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which ^crosh'izad relied, ‘This nfait 
was a Drayton destroyer of animals; a 
man who never refleeted that though am- 
male were given by God foe the use of 
man, yet lie was not permitted to kill or 
torture them wantonly. This is the pu- 
nislunent assigned .to those who follow 
such practices.’ 

“ We then proceeded forward, and 
saw a tnan tied hand and foot, and 
pressed together as if in a press ; thou- 
sands of devils stood near him, who were 
inflicting on him a variety of tortures, in 
spite of his cries and entreaties. I in- 
quired of Serosh iaad what crimes had 
heen committed by the unfortonate man 
before us to deserve such punishment; 
to which he replied, ‘ This man was a 
ntisen*^,' of SO avaricious a spirit that he 
buried his riches, .and had no pleasure 


« See Note SS. 



but iu th6ir cout^mj^tiail ? 
no{>ne, uta* di<f thew^bimsdll'? 

the meaning' of beaetijlenoc he <|idiiet 
understand, nor did he give alms, or {>e]v 
lorm the duties prescribed, by the Mas- 
dian religion, to either, God’' or man. 
Riches was the deity he adored; but he 
brought nothing away with him, ah was 
left behind, and his descendants are now 
dissipating the wealth ho left them, with- 
out one particle of respect or reverence 
for his memory. Ibis is the punishment 
destined for such sordid wretches.^ I 
could not refrain, however, from pitying 
him, or prevent my heart from feeling for 
his punishment, and I said tolSerosfa izad, 

‘ He enjoyed nothing in the low^r world, 
and here he is thus punished." 

“We then proceeded forward, and“ 
came to another place, where !ll[, saw a 
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man, |^e whol(? of.nrhose bofiy, except 
one of his feet, wns plunged into hell, 
and twaf i tortured by every species of 
lofdhsome reptiles his foot was, however, 
exempted ^rom the punishment. • Wit- 

I 

nessing thia extraordinary exemption of 
the foot, 1 inquired of > my conductors as 
to the cause; to which they replied, 
^This man is so punished for his total 
negligence in performing the moral 
duties; an idle, indolent sluggswd, who 
found trouble in the most common and 
necesswry duties of life, and never per- 
formed' any of them widiout repining, and 
id teinper ; his foot is exempted (from 
the general punishment inflicted on the 
other pfwts of his body), for having once 
in his performed a good qction with it/ 

* he 

' S^j;psl^ head then related to me as fol- 
i lows:/ As dui^ man was one day walking 
in the flelds, he perceived a sheep tied to 
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a tree, bleatkig in a piteoui$ ibf^nbr; be 
approached, and found diat its cries 
were because its food was pladed out* of 
its reach; impelled by >a sentiment of 
pity, he kicked the straw within its 
reach. For this good action his foot is 
exempted from the tortures inflicted 
on the other parts of his body. ITiis 
shows to you, oh, Ardai Viraf! the 
goodness of God, who lets not the 
smallest good action go without its re- 



This ought to act as an incentive 


to the sons of men to perform only 


good actions. Let this, oh, Ardai Yiiuif! 


be inculcated, when you return to the 
lower worid.* 


“We then proceeded forward, and 
cam^ to another place, where we saw a 
man, whose tongue was pulled out of his 
mouth by a host of devils, who having 
laid it on a stone, were beating it with 
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• ^ 

other stones, amidst Ms and com** 

plaints. 1- inquired of Seroslt izad isiiat 
he had merit stoeh pnedeMnent; 

to tiMeli he Implied, I* This iKiai!r;waa 4 
fioti»n|(4s Ita^^ by whose lies'fais friends 
as well as Ms foes, 'Suffered much loss 
and detrimelit. The^ritne of lying, oh, 
Ardai Viraf ! is most displeasing in the 
sight of €rod, even the roost trivial a:hd 
innocent falsity is a heinous sin." 

“ From hence I proceeded forwar||^ 
accompanied by my two conductors^ and 
came to another place, where 1 saW il 
woman, to « whose breasts were* affixed 
large stones, which sbh was compelled to 
draw forwards; mill-stones were also 
placed on her bosom, by whidi she was 
put to the utmoik torture ; and she per- 
formed her task amidst sighs, tears, and 
Ihe most heart-rending lamentatioiMS. 1 
inquired of Serosh izad,* ‘ What has thi^ 
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poor wov^dk * 110 * 116 , h merit' so severe a 
punisliineiilt To ‘v^^hioh lie re|)ilied, ♦ 
womaii«1eoilimi<(ted S' •dr^dfot^'^sni, in 
deavonriiig' to .'liilSftO ■ 

pregnaos Hot %e&g *4 
contumely of'liie 
to conceal |ier«4Miiiie^)'by 

against •lieriBill^'; 
ami* fmr u4*ii^ sfee is* now most ^jns^y 
punished. 

I then ■ proceeded forward, accom- 
panied by 8erosh'izad and ^Afdeliehest 

# 

ii4ii*Sbasfund,‘and came to anothep^ae,, 
where -1 saw a maj^, mi whom , the most 
nOxiousreplileS and insects of all descrip- 
tions had •aMxed' tl^aimtelres^ and were 
gnawingubifil .vitals; i!n^li{Hte *of his orief. 
and groans, 1 in(|Hired. of my guides 
r^pectihg^ the crimes diis man had oqvsr 
mitted/Aikd tihey informed me as follows: 

* This ntim was a hearer df «false witness. 
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bj which means he did much injury to 
the poor, and distressed the widow 
and orphan; by which he became pos- 
sessed of much ill-gotten wealth, which 
he, however, never enjoyed, and now has 
left behind. , This is the punishment des- 
tined for such crimes, lict this be in- 
culcated, oh, Ardai Viraf! 'When you re- 

. ■* ' 
turn $,o the lower world, that men know- 
ing it may sin no more.^ 


“We then proceeded forward , and 
came to another place, where I saw a 
man surrounded by a host of devils, who 
w'cre administering to faim the most 
nauseous draughts and substances, such 
as carrion, garbage' gore, and such like, 

1 in- 

I 

I this 

man done to merit this punishment? Tp 


in spife of his crijpf and resistance, 
quircd of Serosh izad» ‘What h 


• i f _ V (V 

which he replied, ‘ Inis man was an 
unlawful forostaller and reirrater. and 
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delighted in distressing the poor, and ob- 
tained great riches by such unjustidable 
means; but he has left all behind him, 
and has no one to comfort or help him in 
his tribulation, nor no approving reflec- 
tion to consol^ him. This is the punish- 
ment assigned for such crimes, which are 
detestable in the sight of God, and ought 
to be avoided by mankind.' 

“ We then walked forward, and .came 
to another place, where I saw a vast 
multitude of people, whose bodies were 

inflicted with the most direful diseases, 

• 

the flesh rotting from their bones, and 
full of worms, and their countenances of 
the most livid aspect I inquired of 
Serosh izad, who these people were; 
to which he replied, ' This host is com- 
posed of the fraudulent and deceitful; 
those who delighted ih turning men from 
the right way, either in matters of religion 
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©r policy. This is theii* punishmeirt. Per- 
sons who mislead the young, di© weak, or 
the ignoi^ant, deserve it; le^ it be, there- 
fore, oh, Ardai Viraf, impressed on your 
memory, and let it be known to all 
people/ 

“ From hence we proceeded forward, 
and came to another place, where I saw 
a man surrounded by a vast number of 
dogs,, who were tearing him limb from 
limb, amidst fads resistmice, his cries, 
and lamentations.- « f inquired of my con- 
ductors, ‘ Wh«t has this man done to 
deserve such punishment?' To which 
they replied, * This man was a wan- 
ton destroyer of these aninuds, in his 
hlb-tirae. This is the punishment de- 

for drimbr, and, oh, Atdai 
Viraf! teach', mankind to avoid the 
•omnussion of . them. These animals 
are the best friends of to 
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protect them is of all things the most 
pleasing in the sight of God. How 
happy might men be, if they would re- 
member this/ 

“ I then proceeded forward, and came 
to another [dace, where I saw a woman, 
whom a party of devils were hauling by 
the hair of the head through a barren 
tract of snow and ire ; she was shivering 
with cold, and uttering the most piercing 
cries. I inquired of my conductors re- 
specting the nature of her crimes; to 
which Serosh izad replied, This wontaa 
did not preserve the sacred fire* pure, 
but defiled, it by dirowing into it all kinds 
of impurity, through indoknice and inat- 
tention, often dtrpwiag hair and others 
filth into it. Hiis is ^ »,pi]mdiliieait 
awarded for such h^nfoi^ .titaliBgressioM!; 
and let it be knoitu to Hie wdBd, oh. 
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Ardai Viraf! ,lhat preserving the sacred 
fire free from all impure substances is 
meritorious, ai^l highly pleasing to God/ 

“ We then proceeded onwards, and 
saw at a distance a worna^a biting and de- 
stroying her own flesh. ■ I inquired of 
Serosh izad what crime this woman had 
committed; to which he replied, ‘This 
woman was a sorceress*, and a professor 
of magic, in ail its branches, which she 
.‘practise^ to, the, hurt and molestation of 
the human speciefi: an enemy to Gpd, 
she walked not in his ways, but, leagued 
herseh with devils,, w)>o, enqoiqiiaged her 
iu her diabolicsd a^s; but thpy^l^O^e de- 
ceived her*, ^ pow is receiving the 
punid^^f b^r criuins: andwdee 
it knpvtfn eyime is displeasing to 

the Mus/^, is^o®,ot .#.|rto of 
the ddvil to manluqd. 
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“ I was th^n impelled forward by my 
two conductors, and came to another 
place, where I saw a man surrounded by 
a host of devils, who were forcing him to 
partake of masses of garbage, blood, and 
carrion, which they placed before him, 
and insisted on his eating, in spite' of his 
tears and supplications. I inquired of 
Serosh izad respecting the crimes be had 
committed, and why he was so punished ; 
to which he replied, ‘This man, by his 
impurity, degraded himself to a beast, 
and followed none of the laws respecting 
the avoidance of impure* substances, 
such as dead bodies, blood, hair, and sd 
on. This is the punishment inflicted on 
those who despise these precepts: they are 
made to partake of what fliey so'Vell liked 
in the lower world. Ijet this he inculcat- 
ed, oh, Ardai VirafT diHt cleanlihoifl-both 
of mind and body hf pleasing to Obd; < 

* StoNdtsfiG. 
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We ^|ilB auu 

efune to imother place* and law a mao 
wl)o^|^,f(W‘niented in a aimillar way to 
|J»® lantf.aod I inqaired of my conductors 
respecting the crimes be had committed* 
expsaaised my surprise at the simila> 
,ri|y of thq punishment. Serosh izad an- 
fwWed and said, ‘ Oh, Ardai Viraf ! this 
mau hired labourers, and paid them not, 
but constantly cheated* them of their 
duo, applying their wages to his own use, 
thcfoby ea^ppsing them and their families 
to the utmost distress Ihis is the pu< 
nuduu^t awarded ip ali those who com« 
mit such crimes., I^et this be known on 
that the mim who ’eheateth the 
poor is .hateful in , 

w ( forward,, ami cs^ 
^itb qi ii|a ahqul^j?^ he 


• SoaiMstatn 
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ice end e&<nr« b; e facet i|ai^x'^tiirllOt|t 
reply to his lameiitalie^f,'g^?feli®»l'1^^^ 
and reproaches. I ih^pii^ df Serd^ 
izad what crime he had: cohunitted to 
which he answered, * Ttiis man iVas a i^iv 
uicator, a seducer, a follower of the rili^st 
propensities ; no woman was seciftre from 
his unlawful lusts. This is the punishment 
assigned to aH those whose unruly pas- 
sions lead them'*' to sin in this way; mud 
do not forget, oh, Alrdai Tiraf ! to admcH 
nish and teach mankind, how pleasing 
the virtues of continence and ohaitity are 
in the sight of God/ 


Proceeding forward, f came; witli 
my two conductors, to another |dace, and , 
mw a host of .sour, who were Imried up 
to their necks in’^snow, 'each of whoiii 

li c 4 . ^ , 

were Attended 4 der^, wod' wail'adC 
ijoiiiisteihig to them mtHratty an impure 
62 
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cup of blood and filth. 1 asked Scrosh 
kod, ‘ Who Are these persons who are so 
punished? inform me of their crimes.^ 
To which he replied, ‘ These are men of 
impure minds^ whose Wicked thoughts 
did not allow them to attend to the laws 

t * 

respecting cleanliness of person; and who 
particularly ofiended in the article of 
bathing, using water that was rendered 
impure by some person haring before 
bathed in it, thereby contracting pollu- 
tion both of body and mind. This pu- 
nishment is inflicted on them by desire 
of Spendermud urn Shasfun*, and the 
other angels who preside ori^r fire and 
waters, ri^ho were offended by their Im- 
purity. ' Let this, oh, Ardai Viridl be inde- 
libly imprinted on your mind, that clean- 
liness of person leads to purity of miiid— • 
the one cannot exist isithout theofiber ; and 
when you return to the world, im|ires8 this 


* See Note 56. 
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on the minds of people, and show them 
that God is well pleased with all those 

i 

who preserve their bodies from impurity/ 

“We then proceeded forward, and 
came to another place, and saw a man 
with a mountain on his shoulders, under 
whose weight he was groanmg most 
piteously. 1 asked Serosh izad respect- 
ing his crime, and he replied, t.elling mf^ 
as follows: ^ This man was a rich land- 
holder, and possessed of large domains, 
and abundance of wealth, but ho was not 
satisfied, but op^Mressed bis tenapts by 
heavy exactions, which tjbiey were unable 
to pay, and otherwise mpde> them so 
miserable that^d^ey loft:Jii»lpnd8,jntilled, 
and fled from stud^ persecution.* 'Hiis is^ 
the punishment inflic^ed^ pn men,w‘ho, 
forgetting the laws, wpd the cauge o/hu-, 
manity, infringe them in fhis manner. 
Prosperity, oh, Ardai Virafl is more 



difScuU to bear wi«h ,th$n ai^rersity; the 
poor mm humble m spii^t, atid[> if eon*- 
tentj is highly rewarded; the rich oft^’n 
forge]!; that they are of the same species 
as themselves, aad tr^t them with con- 
tumely, which, if borne upieekly, is highly 
pleading to God. Let ^is be known to 
the world; proclaim to the rich,, that 
the oppressor of the poor is sure of meet- 
ing with the punishment he deserves; 
and teach the poor to live in content and 
hunuEty, ami assure them of a splendid 
reward.’ 

“ Fnioitt benee proceeded forward, 
and (Mtiaa tp, apotlter plaeca where I saw 
a iiiian emiretinded with a hx>st><pf devils, 
whp were with whips made 

of snakes, andi kirehig.htm to r^e up 
stones with l^is i^s, ,eut of a quarry, 
without paying apy attpuEe^ ta jlds lamen- 
tations and eplKeaties for mef1?y. I in- 
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quired of tAy conductors, Serosk fzad nnd 
Ardebehest um Shasfund, concerning tkc 
crimes be had committed; to which 

41 

8ero8h izad replied, * This man possesised 
himself of his neighbour’s land, under 
false pretences, and has left it to bis son ; 
and as long as it remains in his fainily, 
so long will this punishment endure ; and 
do not fail, when you return, to represent 
the beinonsness of this crime in its true 
colours ; ‘ and if any such comes to yoin* 
knowledge, insist on restitution being 
made.' 

“ I then proceeded forward, acconi^ 
panicd as before, mid came to another 
place, where' 1 saw the soul of a man sur- 
roifiided with a host of devils, who were 
tearing his flesh frOtn the bones with iron 
combs, and dancing exulting in his 
pains, mid laughing at his lamentatians. 
I inquired of roy conductors, ‘What 
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crime hath this man committed?* To 
which they replied, ‘This man always 
1)roke his word, and never performed his 
agreements, making a laughing stock of 
those who did. This is the punishment 
awarded for those who break their faith 
with friend or foe. Let this be known, 
oh, Ardai Viraf! to your nation, and 
point out the punishments inflicted for 
breach of promise^ and the horror with 
which God views this crime.* 

“We then proceeded forward, and 
pame to another place, where 1 saw a 
Multitude of people surrounded by a 
legion of demons, who were tormenting 
them tn various ways ; some'were pelting 
them with stones, and some wounding 
them with arrows. I inquired of Serosh 
izad what crime thdy had committed ; to 
which he replied, ‘ Those souls that are 
thus punished were people who, though 
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they kept their words, and rigourousTy 
performed their agreements with those of 
their own sect and faith, yet held it no 
sin to break their faith with those, of a 
different persuasion. This, oh, Ardai 
Viraf! is, in the eye of Omnipotence, a 
heinous sin; and the keeping of a pro- 
mise*, even with an enemy, is a duty you 
must inculcate. 

“We then retired from this place; 
and I was conducted from this narrow 
entrance, and visible darkness, to a* clear 
space in Geroos man, and to the presence 
of God. . The splendour of light ' here 
emitted quite overpowered and confused 
me, and 1 was unable to offer up 
my prayers and adoradons; my. tongue 
clave to' the roof of my mouth, and my 
knees trembled, in spite of die assur- 
ances given by my conductors tbef there 


* See Note 59. 
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was notbing to fear. A voice now pro> 
ceeded fratn the midst of the light, which, 
addressing me, (in the mildest accents, 
restored me to confidence, and enabled 
me to contemplate the goodness of God, 
and to adore in silence), said Oh, Ardai 
Virafl you may now return; the people 
are in trouble on your account; for 
these seven days and nights they have 
been watching, and have had no rest, and 
are full of uneasiness for the . result of 
your embassy; and now, oh, Ardai Viraf! 
report to them /aithfully what you have 
seen, and inculcate to posterity the strict 
observance of the laws ; the rewards for 
their observance, and the punishment for 
their ii^ingenient 'make known.' I 
bowed in submifsion^ and looked towards 
tl^ place from which die voice pro- 
ceeded, but saw nothing .bat a redun^ 
dance cf figbt. Ihe voice agaan*^ ad> 
dressed me, saying, * Oh, Ardai Virafl 
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impress also on the minds of man; that 
the way of truth is straight and pleasant, 
but the paths of vice are many. Let the 
rich also believe in Ood ; let not prospe- 
rity turn their minds; let them not put 
trust in a death-bed repentance; such is 
of no avail ; hut if their intentions are 
pure, let them put faith in God, and look 
forward to the reward given to all those 
who walk in His ways, and follow the pre- 
cepts of Zeratush asfan teman* without 
fear or doubt, and preserve the mysteries 
of the Masdian religion in their hearts, 
and lead such lives that on their death- 
beds they may not need repentance; anicl 
let them not believe that punishments will 
be remitted at the intecoesrion of those 
they leave behind; nor will the praymv of 
priests awail them; as ^y sow so- they 
will reap ; neither reward nor punishment 
wiU be pimtted. Pf^tolaim this to the 


* Se« Note 60. 
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world, and let the dreams of carelessness 
and negligence be banished for ever/ I 
acknowledged in my heart the truth of 
these words, and bowed my head in sub- 
mission, and mentally exclaimed, * How 
good is God! How thankful I aih for 
beipg made his humble instrument!’ The 
voice continued, ‘ Let envy, covetous- 
ness, anger, hatred, and lying, be also 
banished from the earth/ 

“ lierosh izad then laid hold of my 
arm, and said to me, * Oh, Ardai Yiraf, 
let the truths you have this day heard be 
impressed on your memory, and relate 
what ypu have seen faithfully, and make 
a full report to the world, so that no im- 
pu^^n may remain with ypu, nor any 
false interpretation be suspeot^d/ , I re- 
plied to Smrosh izad, saying, * God, who 
has permitted, me to see ajfl these things, 
will enable me to make a faithful report/ 
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“ Serosh i«id now conducted me to 
the lower heaven, where I met many 
spirits, who came to visit me: some of 
•them addressed me, and said, ‘ Oh, 
Ardai Viraf ! when you revisit the earth, 
let our families know the way of truth; 
let them avoid sin, and think of the last 
day; let them avoid the temptations of 
the flesh and of the devil, and follow the 
precepts of our holy religion ; for if they 
follow the devil to sin, hell will be their 
portion/ Having promised to perform 
all they required, I was conducted by 
Serosh izad to Ma pia behest, where we 
also met a number of souls; some of 
whom, taking me by the hand, thus ad» 
dressed me: ‘"Oh, Ardai Viraf I report to 
our families the necessity of good works;' 
and teach them to prefer the joys of hea* 
veit to those of the lower world ; those 
of heaven are eternal and never beas- 
ing, whilst those of the lower wblld are 
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fleeting, and pass away as 'a dream/ I 
promised to fulfil their request, and we 
separated. 

“ I was then conducted by Serosh iisad 
to Sittar pia behest, and was again met 
by a large concourse of souls, many of 
whom approached me, and said, * Oh, 
Ardai Viraf ! inculcate to our families the 
necessity of prayer, and the use of the 
Yeshf* and Izzushue’f*. Let the Kooste 
be also kept pure, and free from un- 
cleanliness; if we had followed those pre- 
eepts, we should hate been translated:!; 
to the upper heatens, but we neglected 
those duties, and are doomed to remain 
here.' Hating heard tbdr request, and 
.promised to fulfil their injunctions, we 
proceeded downwards, and' came near 
tlie C^unwst Phool, where 1' was again 
surrounded by a nudfitude of souls, some 

o' 

*SeeNote61. fSeeNotefiie. t See Note 6S. 
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of whom had been slanderers and evil 
doers, others adulterers, and many who 
had died without heirs, either natural or 
adopted. Many of these addressed me, 
and said, ‘ Oh, Ardai Viraf! remember 

it 

this our advice — ^let no one die without 
heirs*, in default of natural ones, it is a 
good action to adopt them ; for want of 
heirs, to hand our name to posterity, wo 
cannot pass the bridge, but wander uj> 
and down in an uncomfortable manner, 
without enjoyment. Let this be known, 
that men may err no more in -this man- 
ner. We are in sight of, heaven, a river 
flows before us, yet we die of thirst, for 
the obtaining of these things fffe denied 
us. Report to pur &milies, db, Ardai 
Viraf! our miserable situaflon, lhat sons 
may be adopted in qur names, that we 
may be enabled to pass the bridge; and 
le| it be known, that to band ear namea 


* See Note 64. , 
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fo post(‘rity is one of the highest duties 
we owe our Crealor.’ Having promised 
to fulfil their rcMjuest, they took leave, 
and the slanderers approached me, and 
said, ‘ Oh, Ardai Viraf! acquaint the 
world with our miserable situation, and 
let them avoid the punishment allotted to 
us, by walking in the ways of truth, and 
avoiding all disputes and slanderous im- 
putations, shunning the crimes of adul- 
tery and fornication, which we have been 
guilty of, and for which we are doomed 
to wander near the bridge, until the ar- 
rival of those against whom we have 
sinned. If they admit our pleadings, 
and forgive us, God will also extend his 
mercy, and admit us into his holy place ; 
but if those against whom we have of- 
fended do not forgive us, here we must 
continue to wander, and linger on in this 
state of shame and anguish for ever and 
ever.^ I pitied those souls from my 
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heart, and promised to comply with their 
requests. 

“ Serosh izad and Ardebehest um Shas> 
fund now took their leave of me, after 
having again repeated their former ad- 
vice ; and as they ascended to the holy 
regions I awoke, and found myself on 
my couch. This, oh, king! is what I 
have seen, and have faithfully related; 
therefore, oh, men! walk in the ways of 
righteousness, and avoid the commission 
of sin: let the rich and powerful set a 
good example to the poor, and let peace 
and happiness again visit the earth ; let 
parents set good examples to their chil- 
dren, and masters to their servants,” 

The king being much pleased with the 
narration of Ardel Viraf, and placing im- 
plicit confidence in it, ordered it to be 
promulgated throughout the empire ; and 

H 



rowar(l^d tlio jjood priest, b> 
slioweriii^ on liim all kinds of faxnirs, 
and ji^i^in*; him a place of honour, he 
ordered ilie relation to he written in 
letters of j>;old, and placed in the ar- 
ehictes of the empire. 

The king further dire< t(‘d ihe ohs(‘rv- 
ance of these precepts, and nia(h‘ known, 
that in the failure of theii^ noii-ohserv- 
ance, punishment awaited : and for tlu'ir 
more speedy promulgation, the king or- 
dered the priests to disperse themselves 
throughout the 'mipire, to iiistruet the, 
people ill the ways of holiness, and in tlie 
laws of the prophet Zeratush, and in 
their eoufirmation, as brought down by 
•the holy man Ardai Viraf. By these 
means heresy and schism were banished,' 
the empire was restored to tranquillity, 
and remained so for many years. 
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After the demise of Ardesliir Babegan, 
>vho was succeeded by bis son Shapoor, 
a schism, however, took place, and more 
(ban forty thousand people withdrew 
from the Ixdicf placed in the relation of 
Ard.'ii Viraf; when one day, Aderbad 
matm Asftuid, a priest and holy man in 
o-reat repute, presented himself, and was 
admitted into the presence of Shapoor, 
and after the customary obeisances, ad- 
dressed the kiii^ in these words: “The 
re> elutions of Ardai *Viraf, oh, kin^^! 
whi<*h have been so long received as 
comfortable truths, are now about to be* 
doubted ; a schism has arisen in our state 
that threatens the subversion of the Mas- 
dian religion; more than forty thousand 
souls have seceded from our holy faith. 
But in order to convince these deluded 
people of the truth of the revelations 
handed down to us by Ardai Viraf, and 
promulgated throughout this vast empire 
n 2 
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by your worthy falher, let, oh, king! a 
cauldron of boiling tin be prepared, into 
which I will precipitate myself ; when, if 
I escape unhurt, the probity of Ardai 
Viraf will he confirmed, and the. laws of 
Zeratush be established on'a firmer basis : 
hut if I perish, the revelations may be 
deemed false, and 1 shall be punished for 
my presumption.” 

The king ha'tiug with much difficulty 
assented to the proposition made by 
Aderbad, ordered the cauldron to be 
prepared in the most public place of the 
city ; and Aberbad having gone through 
this cruel, though self proposed ordeal, 
in the presence of an immense multitude, 
assembled to witness it, and having come 
out unhurt, the Masdian religion was de- 
clared to be that of the nation, and be- 
came firmer established than ever, and 
continued in all its purity until the 
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Mahomedan conquest .dispersed .its Tota- 
ries, and forced those ^who. persevered in 
it to abandon the dombs of their ances- 
tors, and fly for refuge to distant coun- 
tries. A small number fled to, and were 
kindly received on the shores of western 
India ; and the present Parsees* of Bom- 
bay and Surat are their descendants. 

* See Note 65. 


tHE END. 




NOTES 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 


ARDESHIR BABEGAN was the fifth descendant 
from Darab II, and commenced his reign about the year 
202 of the Christian sera. Mr. Richardson seems to 
thinli that Dara was a general cjnthet, like king, sultan, or 
chief; but this does not appear to l)e a well founded con- 
jecture, as it is still in general use as an mdividual name 
amongst the descendants of these very people; and 'is 
also the name of one of the twelve championK of Persia, 
whose portraits are seen in every Parsce house in India, 
and their names in general use, and their feats of arms 
handed down with a cerUun degree of enthusiasm, 
though the age of chivalry is past. . The twelve cham- 
pions are nami^d as follows : 

Rostam 

Sorab 

Frammcrg > Sons of Rostam 
Burgobr ' 
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Kai lCou% or Khoserrji' 

Daift 

Ardcshii 

Nashirvan 

Bcejan 

Ji'haiigieii 

Gave, or Gao, the Blacksmith 
Gedrige 

Daras is a distinct name from Dara; and Darasliah is 
ako a common appellation. 

Note 2.— Zoratush, die Zoroastcr'of die Greeks; tiji* 
also sometimes written Zerdusht 

< 

Note 3.— Most of the antients, particularly the Per- 
sians and Arabians, believe in the possibility of sucli 
tnigradons, and their descendants still continue an im*' 
plicit faith in such traditions. 

Note 4.— Panam, a piece of white cloth tied round 
the head at the time of prayer; it covers tlie mouth and 
nose, and prevents any of the saliva from falling on their 
clothes, which would render them unclean This is in 
constant use to this day. 


V , 

Note 6.— Dustoor, thft hi^cr order of thO priesthood. 
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Note 6.~Thc angel Serosli i/ad is employed to re- 
ceive the souls of the good, but has nothing to do with 
the souls of the wichf d. He is also sometimes called 
Serosli Ashes, or Sero i the good, the licavenly. 

Note 7.~Chunwat Phool, pr the Bridge of Life and 
Death. This bridge appears of different shapes ; to the 
good it appears a straight and pleasant road, oftthlrly- 
seven fathoms in breadth; but to the wicked it is like 
the edge of a sword, on which they totter and fall into 
the abyss below. 

Note 8.-— The Parsecs believe that the soul hovers 
about the body for three complete Uays, and takes its 
hual departure on the morning of the fourth. 

Note 9.-“The souls of the good are thus received ; 
but those of the wicked arc accosted by a fury, and 
instead of perfumes are regaled with the most nauseous 
stendies. 

Note lO.-— The Parsecs believe in the existence of 
seven heavens, or behests, which they luanc as follows : 

Hamistan 
Sitar pia 
Mahpia 
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Koorshud pia 
Geroos man 
Aser Roshni 
Ana gurra Roshni 

Note 11.— The Parsces still continue to liavc a great 
veneration for dogs. Tliey conceive they liave the 
facultj|, of seeing and driving away evil spirits by their 
barking. Immense numbers of these animals arc fed by 
those people, tliougli not admitted into their houses, or 
in the least domesticated or attached, yet their preserva- 

^ V 

tion is looked on as meritorious, and killing them, or ill- 
treating them a heinous crime. 

Note IS,— -Six other angels, appointed to assist Scrosh 
izad in the performance of his office of receiving the 
souls •f the good, and conducting them to their final 
audit. 

Note 13.— Ahriman, one of the devifs numerous 
names. 

Note 14.~Mchr izad, called also Mehr dawer, the 
angel of justice. 

Note 15.— Bahman um Shasfund is one of the first 
order of angels, and presides over scn^c and natural 
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gc‘niu<?. He has also the office of providing the sonis of 
the deceased with pi*oper habiliments. He also presides 
over cattle, and beasts of burden. 

The epithet um Shasfuneb or, as it is written by 
M. Perron, um Chaspund, is not well understood, and is 
only applied to the seven superior angels. Perhaps they 
might be stiled archangles, which might correspond with 
the epithet um Shasfund. 

Baluwan also presides over the eleventh month ; and 
on the first day is reckoned lucky to lay the foundation 
of houses, and buy new clothes. 

Note 16.— Arsh Koorsee, the throne of God. 

Note 17.— Hamistan behest, the first heaven., so 
called. 

Note 18.— The day of judgment, Keyamut, or 
Bistakeeza. 

Note 19.~Sittar pia behest, the second heaven; so 
called from Sittar, a star ; the light in this place being a 
resemblance to star light. 

Note j20.«»Mah pia behest, the third heaven, The 
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light in this heaven resembles Uiat of the moon; and the 
souls here placed have that splendour. 

Note 21.>->Koor8hud pia l^hest, the fourth heaven; 
so called. 

Note 5i2.— Purwa d^ar, is, I believe, a Smiscrit 
word ; at least it is in common use by the Hindoos of 
Western India, and implies Providence, Oinnipolence ; 
and corresponds with the Ormuzd or Hormuz of the 
Persians. 

Note 23.— rThis lozenge is called Medio jurrum, and 
is similar in its effect to the waters of Lethe, .and the 
waters of oblivion of the Arabian Tales ; it is given only 
to those who pass the fourth heaven. Women who have 
been ‘faithful to tlicir lords in thought and in deed, arc 
only permitted to participate. 

Note 24.— Ardebchest um Shasfund. This angd 
presides over the second month ; and has also the charge 
of the sacred fire, and the keys of Paradise. On the first 
day of this month, every person who is not ^prevented 
by sickness, attends the Temple of Fire. 


Note 25, --Wet wood. The Persians arc very parti* 
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ttiikr as to the wood they select for burning. See 
Note 54h 

♦ 

Note 26.-^Gerooi man, the fifth heaven ; so called. 

Note 27.~Aser Koslini, the sixth heaven. Ascr is a 
Pelvi word, signifying a degree of light greater thail 
Roslini; vhich also signifies light or splendour, in 
iuodcTO Persian. 

Note 28.- '-The appointed timeir of prayer, with the 
followers of Zeratush, are five; three during the day, 
and two duri ig the night. Sun-risc and sun-set arc the 
two principa during the day; and there cannot be a 
more pleasing sight than to see a vast concourse of these 
people, on a wild serene evening on the esplanade aV 
Bombay, contemplating the setting sun, and* pouring out 
their grateful orisons to the Giver of all good. 

Note 29.~ The exercise of the five senses, Punj awaz. 
By this is meant the five external senses ; the heart, the 
eyes, tlie ears, the hands, and the tongue. The proper 
use to be m^Ie of them is as follows: the heart is to be 
wholly devoted to God; the eyes to contemplate hit 
glory, the cars to hear of his goodness, the tongue to 
talk and preach of his mercy, and the hands to pray and 
to perform good works. The heart is called one of die 



external senses, but hereby is meant the whole body, or 
the impulse that impels the movements of the body* 

Note 80. — Masdian faith. The followers of Zeratush, 
who profess litis faith, so call it; but m general it is 
stiled Magian, but incorrectly. 

Note 81. — Pillows, Char Ballis, four pillows. Many 
of the eastern thrones arc wholly composed of pillows. 

Note 32.-— Noxious animals, (Hesherrt). This term 
includes all kinds of wild beasts, reptiles, &c. that are 
inimical to man. Vicious and ill disposed persons also 
belong to this class. 

Note 83. — ^Ardai Viraf only means to say, that he 
will always be an enemy to every kind of vice. 

Note 34?.— Rehan, the Tulsec of the Hindoos, or 
Sweety Basil. A plant in much estimation, by all tribes 
iu India. 

Note 35.— Espendar Mud urn Shasfund.^ This angel 
presides over the twelfth month, and also ovci trees, and 
over all the business of agriculture. He is sometimes 
represented with the face of a woman. The fifth day of 
tins month, Muragirmi is still kept "up; the men on 



fhai day making prasents to their wives, and complying 
with all their desires. 

Note 3G. — Ana Gurra Roshni, the seventh heaven; 
so called. 

Note 37.~The three sons of Zeratush being here 
mentioned^ reminds me of having heard of a Life of 
Zeratush, in the possession of some person at Sural. 
Perliaps a translation might tend to fix tlie aT*a in which 
he lived. 

Note 88. — Klo mur, is supposed to be Ada\rr 

Note 89. — Guslitasp, or Kishtasp. In his reign 
Zeratush appeared the second time, and promulgated 
the Masdian religion, about the 486th year before the 
Christian a?ra. 

Note 40. — Aban izad. This angel is the guardian ol* 
the eighth month, and presides over the mines, and over 
all the metals, but iron in particular. 

Note — ^Adar izad prc.sidcs over the ninth month, 

‘and also over me sacred fire. 

Note 42.--Murdad um Shasfund, This’ angel pre- 
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sides over tlie fifth month; and is also the angel of 
death, and the guardian of trees and productions of the 
earth. 

Note 43.*— Caravanserai, the wealthy I'arsees, arc 
always about some work of this kind; in which they 
follow, or are followed by almost all the Indian tribes ; 
indeed charity is one of their most coftspicuous virtues. 

Note 44. — Nincjanccs. A lance s supposed to be 
about seven feet long. This is a contmon mode of ex* 
pressing length or depth, witli many of the eastern 
nations. 

Note 45.— A similar superstition f >rmcrly existed in 
the Highlands of Scotland; and is related by Mrs. 
(^ani, in her excellent Letters from the Highlaiidb,'" 
in the following words: speaking of a ster who was in- 
consolable for the death of a beloved brother, she says, 
at length in a waking dream, or very distinct vision, her 
brother appeared to her in his shroud, and seemed wot 
and shivering, Why, selfish creature,’’ said he, why 

« 

am I disturbed with the impious .extravagance of thy 
sorrow. I have a long journey to make through dark 
and dreary ways, before I arrive at the' peaceful abode, 
where souls attain their rest. Till thou art humble and 
penitent, for this rebellipu against .the d screes of Frovi* 



dencc, every tear llioii shvtMcst tnlN on tins tlark 
sliroud willutui (Iryin^; and i‘verv thy tears slid 

iijore dill] and ene\nn])er me. Kej)eut. and n’iv».‘ i hanks 
for iny deliveranei' from ho many sorrovs.*'— SVr VoL 1. 
pagx 180. 

Note 46. — It has boon already said, ^hat llieMaii eoi,. 
f/nues to {hitler ahoul llie body lor three days:, hi'foK' il< 
tinai de])rartiir(‘ ; and h was on llie eonelusion of' iht 
diird day tliat Ardal Viraf witiiesstal tlii'se lamental joins 

Note 47. — fnansions tor this loui; journey, n r. Thv 
consciousness of having' iJerfonned t‘;ood aclioirs, 

Note 48 .—- llelalnii*' u> a Maoomedan the mattej 
here treated on. lie said, This is the punishment as- 
sidled lo us. lor tiu‘v iis m ahliori-eiiee, as ym will 

-ee )ji mai 3 \ parts o) the Arainan Nif»-lns/* On my re- 
plvni^. that those narrations wore eompos(*d hetore i la 
introductioin ot‘ Jlalioniedisiu. he .said he ditl not Ik* 
iicvi‘ iL 

Note 49. — The angeis wlio jaesidc ovej tiie v/ater, and 
the iVnits of the earth, nn.^ Knrdad, and Murdad Kurdad 
i»m Shav#tvrchjk>i'i sides over the third month, which corre- 
tpin'lds to oiir ]\Iay : and i-* guardian ot the rivers and 
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seas ; aiul Jias also (lojiiinion over ti*eGS and plants. For 
the attributes of Murdad see Note 22. 

Note 50. — Sadra, the shirt of the Parsecs, vrorn by 
both sexes. It it ru'vcr taken off but for the purpose of 
bein^ elianged; * and no act is valid, or no work holy, 
that is performed without this covering. This is the 
only remnant, of tlieir antient dress that they have pre- 
.served. 1 1 is made of nine pieces of white cloth, cut in 
a })eeuliar I’ashion. 

Note 51. — Koostee, a piece of tape, composed of 
seveniy-two threads of sheep’s wool. This is worn round 
the waist ; it is untied on particular occasions, and al- 
ways on perforniing either of tluj natural evacuations i 
and is tied in a peculiar knot, after and during the time, 
repeating ccrUiin })rayers. 

* 

Note 52. — I will not venture to affirm that false 
weights and measures are never resorted to by these 
people, but I can safely say, they are held by tliem in 
the greatest abhorrence ; and they never fail to inflict the 
most exemplary punishment on those wdio use them. 

Note 53. — There arc fewer misers in India perliaps, 
tlian in any other part of the world, though many 
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the valaCj and are careful enough of their inouoy ; yet 
men of certain rank must make a corresponding appear- 
ance. A small hi libber^ about tlie size of a crown piect\ 
which is often seen floating in the Indian st‘as, has ob- 
tained the name of Karoous^ money, sup])o^e(l fo In* 
the lioarded wealth of a miser of that name, who, on liis 
demise# threw it into the sea. 

Note 54. — The Parsecs have such a religions veuci'a- 
lion for fire, that no impure substances are ever thrown 
into it. No green wood, or wood that I'lnits fetid 
vajKuirs; no rotten wood, or ivootl tlial has the hark tin, 
or wood that has worms in it, are ever used in their 
reliirious fires; nor oimht to be for domestic one^. The 
sacred fire is kept up with sandal and agala wtKjil, and 
w’itli camphor, amlier, and other odoriferous .substaiiecs. 

Note 55. — Pretenders to magic anil sorcery &Vll con- 
liiiue to be very niniieruus, and practice in a, llionsand 
ways on the credulity of the people, wlio, tliough lielil 
in abhorrence, arc nevertheless consulted by almost all 
descriptions of })coj)le in India. 

Note 5G. — Impure substances. The Parsecs hold all 
• these Vliings impine; and no one touches a dead body but 
those destined to that office. The hair is cut from that 
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[he Ijcad, tlie beartl^ and the parings of the nai];? arc In 
geiioral consigned to the earth, fearing that they 
should containiiuite the elements— Tlic air, fin., and 
walei- 

Note 57. — Cheating a labourer of liis liire is consi- 
deied by tliese [)oople as one of tlie most attroeioii* 
crimes 


Note 58. — Spciidennnd. This is sometimes written 
Ivspendar and lisfendiar, and is in common use as a pro- 
per name 

Note 59- — A man Avho ludds it no sin to break lus 
w<>rd with those of another sect, is stiled A/ar J)aruJ^ 
;ind is lield in the greatest contempt. 

Note GO. — This is the first time that tins epithet ha.s 
i)een ail ded to Zeratiish ; (he sense of whlcli 1 could not 
get satisfactorily explained. 

Note ()1. — Yesht, a portion of tlie Zend avasta, a 
particular cliapter. 

No' 1 £ — Izziichuc, a sacred book, I’vad ctrdyvbv ih^* 

} rifsis; also a mode of adoration. 
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\oTi-: ()Jl — It would ap}>rar tluit tlio Medio jurrarii, 
tlie ol)liv]ou> lozenge, is only given to those vlio attain, 
hy tlieii* good works, adiuilUince into Koorsliiid jua, (the 
I’ourtli hi^aveu); and that the souls who attain only to 
ITainislan. Sitlar pia, and Mali j/ia, are jiunislied by 
knowing that there is still a happiir plai‘i\ uhieh was iti 
their jio^^er to liave obtained. 

No't'K person of this persuasion dies, witliout 

itdopting iieirs in delhull of natural ones, d bis is also a 
IHiidoo as well as iIk* Mahornedau belief, 'flu* Hindoos 
say a soil delivers his father from bell; a man is only 
perl’ei't when lu' eonsisis of three persons united, blmstlf„ 
Ills v^ ife, aiif! bis son. AVe Utc of cia p 

icr 1). All eastern nations attaeh mueb imporlanee to 
tills, and any person may take a second u ile, ii‘ al ter a 
e< riam time slie does not produet‘ mute issue; and a 
man \vlu> brings forth onlv daughters, is lield m no esti- 
mation, and may be aKo rt‘])udialed. 

Non-: (fj, — AVhen the emigration of tlie Persians took 
plaee in the seAentli eeni urv, soon ai’u'r the ('oiHjUcsl of 
tlieir eountry bv tile IMabomedaiis, a numiier (»1 tlu‘Se 
peoph,* tomul ihoir v, ay to India, and landing on the 
>vcsiero msar Danoo and CajK* Sejan, eommoixly 

vailed Si. rFohifs, where admitted l)y the Hindoo rajah, 
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to settle in the adjacent country, and particularly at the 
village of Oodwara, wJiich is still the chief residence of 
their priests, and the depository of their sacred iirCi, 
brought by tbeni from iVrsia, "these ])eop]e liavc* now 
increased to al'out one liuiidied and fifiy tliousand 
families, dispersed in ilic eilies :md villages on tlie coast 
of western Iniba, iVojii Diu t(» Tkmdiay, oi' uhieJ) a])out 
six thousand ivside in Kom})ay; vUnc h, reckoning’ four 
to a familj', makes tin Parsce p»>pulaliou of Hombay 
about twentv-liMir ibomsand. Cultivating only tbc’ art?; 
ol' peace, they may said to be a distinc t race fj’oiu 
their ancestors; and lliougli they have been settUd 
for more than a tlunisand years, yet have bitliertcj r<?- 
frained from inlernieddling' with ])oliucs ; eonsecjiicntly 
they are the best of subjects, and demean themselves so 
as to give the govenmients inuler wJueli tliey reside* the 
utmcjst satisfaction. 

With the Hindoo dress they adoj)tcd many of tlieii 
customs, forgot tlieir own language, and adoptctl that of 
tlunr wives, (the languagt* of (Jii/eret), which is now so 
general tliat not one in a thousand can spt‘ak any thing 
€>lse. 

The young men of good families arc, however, taught - 
to read and write English, but few of them think of 
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ieanurig Perf>ian, or of paying mucli attention to their 
ai It lent history. 

I'ht' oj)uk‘iit amongst them afo merchants, l^rokers, 
;&hi|) (nriuTS, anil extensive land-holders. The Inwer 
orders are shop-keepers, and follow most of the mechanic 
arts, t‘xcept tliose lorineeted vvith lire; thus tiieie arc* 
neitlier sil versunths, nor any workers ol* the metals 
among them; nor are there any soldiers, tlie use oflirc'' 
arms being ahhorrent to their principles ; nor are tlieie 
any sailors; ih(‘ bulk of their popniat Ion are ea\ er.^ and 
husbandmen, and cultivators id* the da!'.‘. jjahnlra, and 
uiowah; and the distillers and venders ol* their prodnec 
in the sea ports, iuan\ of tliem are ship and ho;t''C ea^- 
pentors; and in Dombay many of them arc* in the ser 
vice of Europeans as dubeslis, and domestic servants. 

0 

I'lie)' f(>l)on as near as ])osMl>je the* Kaiets of Zera- 
tush, profi's-dng their belief in one f»od, e.onsiiiering lire 
only as an einldem of Ins piiritv, and the sun as tin* most 
prriecl ol his works; tiny belloe also in the* rewards :uul 
puiiisluneiUs in a future state, as related in the n'\ ( la- 
lions ol*Ardai Viraf 


Their iharities arc uui.ndlccnt and unbounded, reliev- 
mg tlic j)oor and distn^s^ed of all trib^ss, and maintaining 
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tlu‘ir own pr>or in so liberal a manner that a Parsce 
beg’t^rsr is no weie seen or heard of* 


Their women a))]X‘ar eonslantlv abroad, \el they d(3 not 
admit of the posslbllit v ol’ any tieviation from chastity, 
O’* any improper connectiem with strangers: jwostitiites 
oS’ thi^ ^cct an*, in conscijiionee, unknown. 1’lieir early 
innrniiii’t's, uiid llie e;real respc(i they have tor the teinalcr 
liononr of tljclr ovrn coninuuiitv, ])n>cnl)L; tliem alto- 
gellier, 

‘Willi the iri!idoo dress, languaii’e, and v/rilien cha* 
raetei*, they may be said to h<a\f adopU'd ali the Hindoo 
iustoiu^, e\ei‘j>t their reliifion. The restrictions as to 
diet, have the a]>peara.nee of heino- li)rme(i on the Hnuloo 
model; and tlieir lielrolliin'!;^ and marna£vs an* also 
iVoni the same (jripii. 

Anxious to know every thing* res}3(‘eting; the religion 
of tJieir aneestors, the opulent I’ar.sces of Jhimbay and 
Surat, have from lime to time .^ent jiersons into Persia 
to eolleel books and notices respecting* it ; and have also 
iinited many of the sect f rom Persia, some few of wliom 
reside oecasionally in Ihimliay. 

The Pars(*o jiopnla'tion is divided into elergy and 
Jaily (Mobed and Pedeeii). T he clejgy and iJieir do- 
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sceiKl'inf*- nrr* verv numoronx* nin) ni-e (llstin^nMK-d iVcnii 

tlu‘ iaity Uv’ wt armif of \vliit(* lurhaiis, hut tlie\ iollow 
al] kiiuis of ocfupntionv, t.*\rr|>t lliost- >v]u> nre partini- 
iarly toi' Aio -,frvlc(- of ihc though 

ilirv 1uiv(‘ diNthictiou of casts. A ivccnt mnov.uioii, 
iV'-poiiing iho ronuiK’n(‘i*tncnl oi' tluir ju w v< :ir, has 
roniu*<l du*m hito two trilx^s, ouo <r(*l<‘!)!atnt«g t}<o jes- 
tjval ol the new vc:ir a in(»utli ficfon* tho otht r, vrin^fi 
causes their reiigious etaa'iiiouie'' aiu! ho!id;t\ s t«‘ i’ali aUa 
aus ihiiVn nr day -, I’hi^ at priseju n- (jnlv ^uh!l'i' 1 , tor 
ija-rrh.ner.'* . ’ " tunv in tinuMMusr tii^seu'-ion ;Mui» para- 

lion. a', {f j'a.rtc luive ati o[)uh‘ni lUnnly ut th- it 
head. 


Those \\ ho adopted thf' mov jvra ( *n e(>nrpliaiK*(\ 1 
heLcve, \\]\b Al.'iua Firauu. rlu^ high t>l' !h>n)]);uy 

tvbo ha^ huuseh*’ lKn-t» in Fer.M.a'o arc -.tiled Kudmre. 
aiuf jO( uLu’h Flmreegur'-'. i.i. bailed-' tn.ikers^ \'()rkt.av; 
ii\ I'eoi'v, atiii otliCJ' unitcTia!'^ lor wunieu oru.uueju 
Tiu‘ tribe of (Ituria-gurs being; aujong^t the foremost <»f 
those ‘vvlKjt ad(»pled the new' contjailatson, iIiom' wlio still 
adh(‘re to the old method are sided Rusnu e and Sher si, 
and still (hrm tlie hulk oftlie ])opuiatioiK 

. Some of' tlieir antient cer(m}on>f'v ha.ve. iM>ae> er, btura 

pi’fsrrved inviolate; and p'trlicul.uay nneernirig 

dir rilrtj of' sepulture, hit'll are eovreclly descriix'd in 
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I^orcrs Account of the Tarsccs,"’ if we except his 
statement about tlie removal ol the body. No person of 
a clillerent sect is allowed to approacli, or any stranger 
allowed to witness the obsequies; but it does not appear 
that l!ii‘ bodies should be exposed to any thing but the 
elements ; a private sepulchre, built some few years ago, 
having au iron grate at top to prevent, the ingrt‘ss ol 
l)ii\Ls oi' |>rey. 

Ti'hcy have a few' plain and unornanicnted churches, 
where (liey assemble for the purpose of j)r.»y('v; liny are 
crowded every day by the clergy, but tlie laity only at- 
tend on eertaiii days. 

It has been already said, that there are no sailors 
amemgst them; but the J\T.slans were nevei a maritiine 
nation; tluy in’ofess, however, no abhorrence to a sea 
life, for many of them embark as traders, on tl)e most 
distant and jvrdous voyages, and take part in id I ship- 
ping speculaluins, and are bold and enterprising mer- 
chants, though lew of them settle out of ihcir own coun- 
try, (so they call the western part of India, from Diu to 
noinbay,) yet tliere is not a place where they do not 
oecasioiially visit, and often reside in lor years; thus 
tl)ey are ti)uud in China, Bengal, Pulo pinang, Pegu, 
^ladras, (ianjam, Ceylon, and at most places on the 
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iMaJabar coast, but have no settlement to the south of 

Tiioui^li they ibjlow not the profi^sslon of aims, yvi 
tiu V have no licsitatioii to follow the armies into the 
fiihl, in tjualily of sutlers, shonkeepors, and serv.'uits to 
the ollicers. 

I'o eonclud(‘5 they are a highly interesting* people 
'liie phiiosojihcr will contemplate m them the deseeud- 
ants ol a might y nation, whose enipiie once exleudc^l 
iVinu lfu‘ shivres ot the Mediterranean to tlic frontiers ol 
India, and rejoice to (‘lui tliem neither ileficieut in vlrinr 
or morality. 


i l.NlS. 


i'iuimuir JLl”.r, i., ra-.u.M -.'* 
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